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AA Sermon Preached at Pavl 


5) Croſſe, Feb, 11. being the laſt Sonday in Hillavie by 


Tearme, '_Anxo 1627. and printed ſomewhat | 
more largely then the time would permit 
at that preſent to deliner. 


Wherein Fa&ion is vnmasked , andiuſtly nnd 
without Pe , for the ſafetic of weake 


CYHnrISTIANS. 


Eſpecially , the Herheringtonian Faction 
very impudent in this Cirie of late 
yeeres,is here confuted, 


M By STEPHEN DENISON, Miniſter of Katherine 
- Cree-Church , Londex. 
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thos mighceſt charge ſome, tharthey teach no other DoQrine, 
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4 | DQuemods deſirafie ſunt Diabets Crantates, & in fine , hoc eft inſe 
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THE HIGH 
And Mighty Pzx1incz 


CHAR LES, 


By the Grace of God, King of 


Great Britaine, France, and Ireland, 
der of the Farr un, &c. - 


Moft Dread Soueraigne, &c, | 
Eneca ſaith, null tex; on- 
m nibus clemttia magis quam 
$ oy Regem aut principem de- 
II 1&2 cer; Clemency becomes 
| no man better then a 


iog fully perſwaded, that this,together with 
all othgx both Princely and ſauing graces 
meete in your Maieſties royal breaſt, cuca 


; King or Prince, and be, | 
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center ormiddlepoint: Iam encouragedto | 
| preſenethi dnto your Princely view. 
 Tknow indecd iris notwith Kings as * Theo- 
aus daich, it is with perſons withoutim- 
ployment,-#y is av 4pm which keepe cuery 
day holy day:theimployments and labours 
of Princes arefarre greater then ordin 
Subictscan - reg Gr hopel may ſay 
of your Maicſty.as * Fulgentius faith of Thra- 
fimundthe King vato whom he writes, te nu- 
merofis Regmi euris tugiter occupatum, feruenti 
cognoſcends ſapientia dileF atione flammari;that 
howſoeuer your royall heart be much taken 
vp with manifold cares cocerning the King- 
| dome, forthe common ſafery of all your 
Subic&s, yctitis inflamed alſo with agod- 
ly zealc after the beſt things; your Mai 
| | ts aDefendcroftherrue Chriſtian Faith,;in 
whichreſpe@&youare highly honoured and 
fincerely beloued of all your true hearted 
and trucly/ Religious Subicdts : no doubr 
they dayly pray tor you, they bleſſe God for 
you, they eſtecme you the breath of their 
noftrills, and thisloue of the SubicRs-is to 
beeſteemedby Kings their ſtrongeſt De- 
fence* or Caltell in reſpeR p/y-rhien 


7d Bhd ; MCAancs ; _ 


Nedicatorte, © | 
a——_ —— _ —  __—__—— 
meanes; as * Jooates faiths! | |* InOtur.ad | 
King, in his Grecke Oration:made before [nr | 
himgbuazhnd xpanyary hy Tru odudrs hnajyhh | 
Arad nos ; i, echinke the lows of the Citizens | 
the ſafeſt guard of thy perſon : 8 indeedeſoir | 
is vader God. Thereharh bin diſconeredof | 
larevntoyourMaicfties high Commiſſions 
Court, a dangerous amitiflical ſearic,one 
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Tobn Hetherington , by trade a Boxmaker, 
who hath ſeducedand withdrawne many as 
well men as women from the Church of 
England, inthe famous Citie of London, by 


hisſubrile ſuggeſtions, as hath bin proued 
againſt him, | cannot-more-fnly deſcribe 
him then by the words of my Text ; Lupus 
eſt ouili pelle refhus : hee is'a Woolfe in a 
Sheepes-skinne: for ourwardly if heliuea- 
mongft Proteftancs, hee will-{cemetobe a 
Proteſtant, if a bare profeſſion orerenns, will 
ſeruerherurne, whilſt inthe meanerimehee 
may girdatthenvin his writings, and con- 
demne them as adulterous Congregations | 
in his Conuenricles or.otherwiſe.Secondly, | 
hee will (cemeto bea conformableman to 

the DoArine ofthe Church;ifſubtile equi | 
uocationsand/cunning euaſions will paſſe 
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| whoſe excellent parts cuery way aret 


| tn the rurbulent Waters among 
whilesIam ſpeaking of Veer 


forconformitic;Thirdly;hee will feeme an 
innocee perſon, ifimpudentdenialsor caſt- 
ing of aſperſionsvpon honeſt witneſſes will 

e for innocency.Andin this,that honou- 
rable quickfighted and Eagle-eyed Court 
deſcructh great encouragement; in that, 
when they had to deale with one that would 
deny almoſtall that was laidto his charge, 
yet they diſcernedarightof him,and accor- 


| dingly cenſufed him ; and thus the Grecke 


Proverbe is verified 25x; a:7 plvyue The 
Wooltethinkesto run from the Eagle,and 
ſoto eſcape, burall-invaine: and amo 
thok worthyand learned Commiſſioners, 
he thatis the chiefe, oprimo iure primas agit : 
whoſe acumen, whoſe loundneſle in the faith, 
whoſe {ingulargrauity,whoſe happyſpeech, 
c Ve- 
ry grace of that venerable Court: it may be 
ſaidofhim as*Gregorie Naxjanxen faith of 


| $: Bafil Archbiſhop of Czſarca{whom he 


ſtiles u4y2Y Backer) that be is like pnto No- 
ab, conto whomthe Arke of the Church is com- 


| mitted,and ſo kept from drowning whiles it floats 


{t Hereticks. And 
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miadfull of him, vader whom the Miniſters 
of Londenliue aschildrenynderthe care of 
an indulgent Father: his greatbumilitywill 
notſ{uffer himtoLord it ouer the Clergie, 
nor his peaccable diſpolitionto tyrannize: | 
itmay be ſaid of kim as*SaintCyprianBiltiop 
| ofCartbage ſaith of himſelte in oncof hisEs | 
| Piſtles; Humitatemmeam U& fratres omnes & 
gentilesnorunt & diligwnt: I finde that. lhaue 
Rirred vp to wrath againſt my (efetheimoſt 
partof all the fagionsin England. by this 
ublike Sermon,' winch-L made-in the de> 
Tag of Gadz eternalltunh; in louctoimy 
Country, andin-campaſbandot weakebre> 
thren which arc in the/\moſt danger ofdc- 
duction,Lremember SaintPatd ſaith,thathe 
had fought with beaſtzat.Rpbeſws; ; after the 
mannerof men, and infke fort it betalleth 
ynto mee at this time: 1 haueto deale with. 
young Foxeswhichiſpoyle-the Vine of the 
Church, and with Wolues, which ſeeke'to 
ſtrangletheSheepof Chriſt : butwhat then? | 
| folongas 1 ſtand for that truth,” whereof 
| your excgYentVlaieſticiza defender, 1 doe 
- | Not doubrof acceptatian,and if my poore 


Thicgvery dutic willnor ſuffer me tobe vas | 
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he. .Epaftle; nr. © | 
endcauoursthall be ſohappy Nay oct ra 
| { cepration with rfacred perſon as t 

| havefoond: er learned :©ourt rg 
yourMaieſtics Commiſſioners, and-in the 
audience wherethe Sermon was preached, 
cuen. this acceptarion greater then all the 
reſt,ſhall be al-futtcientto bluns the edge 
of allthe power ofthe aduerſary, and toſc- 
curethe Author from wrong and violence; 
yea,irſhall no doubt encourage many able 
| menintheKingdome to rake paines in the 
ſuppreſſing of faQion, both by preaching 
and writing,ſo farreas ſhall bethought fic by 
authoririe. Thusctauing pardon - for'm 
boldneffe; lbeſeech  # hty God cole 
your Maieſty with long te, & many happy 
dayes, with abundance of all gifts and gra- 
ces inthis world, and with erernall glory in 
that whichisto come. 


Your Maieſties moſt 
bumble ſubicft, 


STEPHEN DENI9O N, 
Miniſter of Cree-Church, London. | 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 


Hou which haſt 4 tender conſcience,and deſi 
reſt nothing ſo much as to know the right ways 
to heauen, hauing alſo many doubts, which 
canſe thee to runne vp and downe ſometimes 
to the publike Congregations, and other 

ſometimes to prinate Conmenticles, for reſolution. ] hane for 

thy ſake and ſafety wndertaken this paines ; whereby I hane 
incenſed many fations perſons againſt my ſelfe, expoſed my 
ood name to the oblogwie of a thouſand bad tongues, and 
made ſomewhat to bold with my owne Flocke whilft I was 
painefully imployed in this more laborious worke, which con- 
cernes 4 more generall and publike good ] hane had no helpe 
in this ſernice, ſane onely the good Aſſiſtance of Authority, 
for the which [ hope 1 ſhall praiſe God as long as 1 line, and 
the teſtsmionies of honeſt witneſſes. For howſoener there were 
many which diſliked the Hetheringtonian Fattion, abhorred 
their opinions, complained of them to Minifers wm ſecret, 
and murmured againſt them which ſhould ſee theſe things 
reformed, yet for any that would lend their helping hand to 
ſet forward this matter of ſo great tmportance for the com 
mon ſafety of the Church : 1 found none,unleſſe it were 4c- 
cording to the Latine Proxerbe polt bellum ſuppetiz./ met 
alſo mth many diſconragements, ſome in their 1gnorance 
world be ready to ſay, that though this fattion held ſome 45- 
ſurd points, yet that they held nothing againſt the ſounda- 
tion; not vn4crſtanding how they undermine Rel1gion at the 
very roote of it : for grant vnto theme this, that our Church 
1s no true Church of ( h1#t, that owr Ainiſters are no true 
Amiſters of the Goſpell, that our beſt Profeſſors are Phari- 
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Family is not bound to pray with or $0 Catechize his Fami- 
ly ,that they are hot Mmiſters that muſt ſindie for their Ser- 
mons and ſuch like; and I pray you what will become of Re- 
ligion among? vs ? Others ſay, that ] ought to haxe inſtru- 
Cted them before I had complained:and did [not take paines 
publikely to inflrutt them ; acke themſelues if Þ did not 
weekely a whole quarter of a yeere tagether and upwards {a+ 
bour ts reduce them from their permcious opinions, yea acke 
ot hemſel nes if © three other Minifters at the leaf, did not 
take private pain:s with them about the ſame time when ] 
had to deale with them in publike, ſo that they wanted nes. 
ther publike nor prinate meanes to connince and winne them: 
yea, how many Minifters hawe loft their labour for aboxe 
theſe rwenty yeeres together in private reaſonings with He- 
therington and his fattions company : and they are much 
deceined and miſlead by reports ,that thinke that I firſt com- 


| plained, for ache Hetherington hims/elfe if hee did not firft 


wniuſtly complaine of me to the Renerend Biſhop of this 
Dioceſſe ſor my preaching againſt his ſamilifticall opinions: 
vpdu the which bis complaint, [ was conſtrained by wa) of 
Apologie for my owne tnnocencie to declare his opinions be- 
fore authority, and to ſhew what inft cauſe 1 had as a Paſtor 
ro forewarne my Flocke of ſuch Seducers, that ſo being fore- 
| warned they might be fore-armed. Thirdly, it might hae 

beene ſome diſcouragement vnts mee to conſider what al p- 
perie aduerſary 1 bad to deale withall, which 1s like to 4 
C hameleon ready to take any colour which way ſtand beſt 


| with his owne deſignes,ſo that | ſhould not ſeencr charge him 


with any error, but etther onder an equinocation,or elſe with 
an impudent denyall he would lightly ſeeme to hold the quite 
contrary:yea,tt might ſome-what haue daunted me to thinke 
what a clamorons fattion I had taencounter with al,which ro 
vp and downe ih exery corner traducing &rayling vpon ſuch 
4s moſt oppoſe their errors which write reniling letters (-11- 
nettines,ſecking by all meanes tocaſt all contempt vpen ſuch 


4s doe the moſt 2,calowfly ſeeks their good : yea, 1 ſay which 


ſees, that the Sabbath day is of no force, that amaſer. of. 4 
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ſetks 


| ſeeks their good; for 1 am not of Mineruzes winde in 


Lab 
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© Sophocles qixoy yiaus ydros its fy Opeis yraar? fo 
thinke it the ſweeteſt laughter to laugh at the trowbles of 
an enemie ,( If bis troubles were troubles indeed and not ra- 
ther aduantages ) howbeit 1 wonld bee loath that aWoelfe 
ſhould bee now ifhed in the Sheepe-ſold of Chriſt. For 
that is mot true which twin the * eArabithe Pronerbe, 
——I> CY TS (ET Go 

qui paſcit Jupum vim infert, he that feederh a woolſe offe- 
reth violence to the Sheepe : but 1 was content to trample 
vpon all theſe and many more diſtouragements for thy good 
O tender Chriſtian: If my great paines ſpall worke in any 

meaſure for thy confirmation againſt Seducers, and to fore- 
warne thee to "ee of prinate Conmenticles, and to heepe 
cloſe to the publike Miniſtry of the Word, and to the Com- 
munion of the Saints in the Church of God, I ſhall thinks my 


 libour well beſtowed : and thus 1 remaine 


| Thine in the Lord, 


S. D;, 
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But beware yee. of falſe Prophets which come vnto you | 
in Sheepes cloathings, but inwardly they are rauening 
Wolnes. 


SECTION I. 
d N this Chapter and the two former wee 
have that famous and learned Sermon of 
SE our Sauiour, made by him in the Mount, 
-x3J graphically penned and ſet downe by our 
4 LY) hely Euangeliſt Saint Afarthew, one of 
WITS ED the bleſſed pen-men of ſacred Scripture, 
and ſecretary ro the holy Ghoſt, In the deſcription of 


= 
bt © 


- 


which Sermon we haue three maine parts; the Preface 
the Narration, and the Concluſion : the Preface in the firſt 
and ſecond Verſes of the fift Chapter,wherein are expre(- 


ſed divers neceſſary circumſtances belonging to rhe Ser- || 


mon: as firſt, the Author of it hee .5.c, Iefus Chriſt, Se- \ 


B : _.  condly, 


A 


condly, the place, a Afountaine. Thirdly che geſture vied 
by our Saujour,ſirring downe.; Fourrhly,the perfons whom 
hetaught 44 Dsſcoples. Fiftly, the manner of expreſſion, 
when he had opened his month. The narration begins at the 
third verſe of the fift Chapter, and endeth ia the 23. verſe 
of the ſeauenth Chapter, an4 it is partly conſolatory from 
the third verſe to the end of the 12. and therein our Sauj- 
our demonſtrateth the procreant cauſes of true happineſle 
for the comfort. of weake Chriſtians. Partly exhortatory 
from the 1 2. verſo to the end of the 16. and therein he ex- 
horteth his Diſciples to walke worthy of their moſt holy 
calling.Partly intcrpretatory from the 17.verſe to the end 
of the fifth Chapter : and therein hee vindicates diuers of 
the.Commandements fromhe falſe gloſſes of theScribes 
and Phariſees. Partly dehortatory in all the fixt Chapter 
and b:ginning of the ſeauen, In the fixt hee dehorteth his 
Diſciples fr6 ewo Phariſaicall finnes,viz.vaine-2lory con- 
cerning almes deeds , faſting & prayer from the firlt verſe 
tothe end of the x8.and couctouſnefle expreſied by world- 
ly cares from verſe the 19. tothe end of the Chapter. This 
Dehortatory part is alſo continued inthe beginning of the 
. ſeauenth Chapter from the firſt verſe to the fixr, and there- 
in he dehorteth from two finnes more, to wit, raſh iudge=- 
ment, verſ. 1,2,3,4,5- and raſh communicating of holy 
things to vnworthy perſons, verſ.6. partly excitatory to 
the dutie of prayer, verſ, 7,8,9, 10,x2: panty declaratory 
demonſtrating the maine thing,the Law and the Ptophets 
aimme at in their doQrine, . Partly directory concerning the 
way to heauen, yerſ, 13,14. and partly premonitory, gi- 
_ ning warning concerning falie Prophets, and other things 
depending thereupon, from yerſ(.x5, tetheend of the 23. 
Then ia the laſt place wee haue the Epilogue or Concluſi- 
on from the 24. verſe to the end of the ſeauenth Chapter, 
whercia we haue Chriſt his application of his whole Ser- 
mon, Vec. 24, 25,26, 27, expreſſed by:an elegant compari- 
ſontaken from builders,and the effe& which followed vp- 
on thisexcellent pithic Sermonin the hearts ofthe hearers, 
which 
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Beware of falſe Prophers. 


which was aftoniſhn:ent or admiration in the two laſt 
verſes. | 

By the which Logicall Analyfis we may conceive,that 
this Text is a maine part of the narration or tubiect matter 
of the Sermon it telfe, being the very premonicion con- 
cerning falſe Prophets, and alſo ypon what occafion it is 
brought in, namely immediately vpon a direction giuen 
concerning the ftrait way to heayen inthe two verſes go- 
ing before : and it is as it our Saujour had ſaid, I know my 
deare Diſciples that you kearing of :the narrow way 
which leadeth' to happinefſe, will be defirous after che 
manner of trauellers to aske all that you meer, Wat eſpeci- 
ally thoſe which iceme to be Prophets, concerning this 
way for your better confirmation and conduQion. Bur let 
me forewarne you of all other tobeware how you aske di- 
rection of falfe guides; for they inſtead of direRing you, 
will ſet you quite ourof the way; asit is the © manner of 
Herehie fo to doe. - | 

In the Text it ſelfe wee haue two parts : Firft, our Sa- 
uiours caueat giuento his Church concerning Seducers,in 
theſe words; Beware of falſe Prophets. Secondly, his 
lively deſcription of them, inthe reftof 'the Text. In the 
firft we haue two things; a title, Falſe Prophets; and a 
caution, beware yee. In the ſecond our Sauiour giues a 
double deſcription of ſeducers : and firſt hee deſcribeth 
them by their outward habit, or externallſhew; chey come 
onto you tn Sheepes cloatbing. Secondly,by their internall 
qualitie or diſpoſition, 5xt inwardly they are rawening 
Wolxes. In the bandling of this Text we will obſerue this 
method. Firſt, we will ſpeake of the intent, or of the Text 
in geaerall, Secondly, of the extent, or of the particular 
application thereof. 
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Of falſe Prophets. 


| P's Prophets.) Hauing diſpatched the Logicall Ana- 
lyſis, and diuided the Text into its ſeuerall branches, 
inthe former Section : come we now ( ChrsFto duce ) to 
the parciculars as they haue bin placed in the Diuiſion. 


. And firſt of the firſt :namely the title, falſe Prophets. The 


word Pr@phec is y{ed in two ſenſes in the Scripture; in a 
ſtrict ſenſe, and in a large :in afirit, and thus it js pur for 
a prenunciator or foreteller of things to come, bing de- 
rived from the Greeke yerbe Tgiguyu, Waich ſignifierh ro 
divine: and of theſe diviners there haue bin two forts : 
firt, ſuch as did diuine truely and fincerely, thus Agabus 
was atrue Prophet, As 1 1.28. foretelling of a famine, 
which alſo came to paſle in the dayes of Claudine Caſar. 
Secondly, ſuch as did diuine falſely, or 1f trucly, yet not 
fincerely : ſuch as did diuine falſely, thus thoſe 4oo. in 
1 King.22. which prophefied that 4hab mighr goe vp to 
Rameth Gilead und proſper,were falſe Prophets, as appea- 
red by the event. And thus the heathen Oracles, which 
prophelied (as © Saint Auguftire bath ir) that the Chrifti- 
an Religion ſhould continue but 265. yeares, were found 
lying Orades, our Religion having continued already a» 
boue fixteene hundred yeeres. Secondly, ſuch as did pre- 
nunciate truely but not fincerely : thus the * nine Sibyls 
which ſprung vp amongſt the Heathen, and prophefſied 
concerning the incarnation of Chriſt, and of his comming 
to iudgement , they were not tobe eftcemed true Pro. 
phetcſles, becauſe howſoeuer they predifted many truths, 
yet they ſerued the diuels turne in that which they did : 
ſeeking the credit of his kingdome, and not the glory of 
God. Much like vnto our vnwitching witches, which doe 


men 
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men ſomerimes to their goods, and yet cannot be truely 
calied good members, becauſe what good they doe they 
doein the diuels name, for the crediting of his King- 
dome; doing a thouſand times more miſchiefe ro mens 
ſoules that ſceke ynto them, then good to their bodies or 
eſtates, 

Now here a queſtion may be moued, viz. whether the 
gift of true ſincere prediRtion in marrers divine be. veterly 
ceaſed orno. Learned ® Areting faith, that it were raſh- 
neſſe totally to denie the gift of Prophefie ro the whole 
Church at theſe dayes ; but with the peace of that learned 
and worthy man, will be bold to fay that the donnm Pro- 


pheticum, or gift. of Propheſying,as it was in the Prophets 


of old, which di4 breath new Scripture and foretell chings 
ro come cerrainely and infallibly, is finally ceaſed, becauſe 
the Scripture is now ſo complear, as that nothing muſt be 
added thereunto, Rewel.2 2.18. 

Secondly, the word Prophet is taken ſometimes in a 
large ſence, and thus it is vſed for a chiefe Speaker or 


' Teacher : and in this ſence M:aifters are called Prophets 
- in divers places of the new Teſtament: and thus alſo the 


Heathen Prieſts which were © Antiites fanorum, 2s one 
ſpeaketh, the Clarkes of the Cloſler in the Idols Temples, 
were called Prophers. Thus in like manner Ararme and 
EPpimenides Heathen Poets are tearmed Prophets in 
Scriprure as being chiefe ſpeakers and reachers amon 
their Countrimen. Thus the ward w22 which is the 
vſuall word in the Hebrew Bible, put for a Proplicr,comes 


{ of theroor 22 astwo of the Tewiſh®* Rabbines whichare 


beſt Interpreters of the ptopriety of their owne language 
haue- noted, 4nd the word >» or 2» figniftes to ſpeake 
as well as ro bud; And herein appeareth the vſcfulneffe of 
the Iewiſh Doctors, in that they goe beyond all the Lexi- 
cons in the world for the naturall deriuation of the He- 


| brew words of the old Teſtament from the right roots in 


the right ſeoſe: indeede chey are mad Interpreters of the 
matrer of Scripture, therein God hath iuftly caſt ypon 
B 3 them 


| 


a In Problem 
Loc.de Prophet 
temerariam eſt 
negare 3n totum 
Eccleſia etiam 
hodierne boc do- 
num Propheticis, 


c Feſlusapud 

| Stepban.in The 
ſaurs Greece 

f Lingu&e 


e Rab.Shelom. 
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them the ſpirit of ſlumber, bur they are acute Interpreters 
of the words. | 

Here in my Text the word Prophet is taken inthe large 
ſence «wvSerpopuray, falle Prophets being pur for w/o- 
dd eoxdauy, falle Teachers, by a Synecdoche ſpecies magu 


exquiſite,as* Rheroricians ſpeak;a more particular tearme 


being vied for a more generall. For itis not ment of ſuch 
Moumtebankes, as tooke vpon them to foretell things to 
come, which commonly are the obiects of ſcorne and di- 
rifion, that we ſhould beware of them. Alchough it 15 
true we muſt take heed of harkning vnto ſuch ; bur rather 
of ſuch impoſtors and ſeducers as tovke ypon them to be 
chiefe ſpeakers amongſt orhers,pretending either to ſpeak 
immediately from God by reuclation, as deified or rather 
diabolized familiſts, or illuminated or rather occzcated 
anabapriſty and other enthuſiafts make their deluded pro- 
ſelires belceve they doe, or elſe to ſpeake from the Oracle 
of Gods word by an eſpecial inſight as they ſuppoſe,giuen 
ynto them to incerpret Gods meaning in ſacred writ, as 
the Pope pretendeth he hath. 

And leſt that any (hould erroniouſly iudge that by falſe 
Prophers here are meant onely erronious Miniſters, and 
ſuch as are in orders, wee are to know that the word 
{awDhorporirer, .is according to the proper fignification as 
much as fal/o Prophete ; that is, ſuch as properly are not 
prophets, bur onely pretend themſeſues to be fo: and in 
this reſpeR falſe guides amongſt the people are as well 
meant here by pſcudoprophets,as amongſt the Miniſters. 
Thus mnch for the title giuen by our Saujour to decei- 
vers of mindes, and that by way of expoſition; as for 
- Vie and application, it followes in the next SeRion 
aue one. 


Bewareof } Ie - 
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SECT. 3» 


Hlyorkgem0 awd m9? {aud ergopuns've 
| Beware of fatſe Prophets. 


Poriysrs, beware yee : the word wycoiy ene fignifies 
properly adhibere, apply yee ; as though hee had ſaid 
apply your minde or hearc. This word is taken in two fett» 
ſes : Furlt, in the ſenſe of attending in 2 Pet.1.19. 6 xzaMws 
othry pooh yorris, Wee hane a more ſure word of the Pro- 
phets,to the which yee doe well that you doe attend. Second- 
ly, iathe ſenſe of bewaring in Aar.6e1. weooko a0 an Thy 
HxenuoTiryy, Beware leaſt you gine your almes tobe ſeenc of 
' men, 1n which ſenſe alſothe Heathen man vſeth ir, take | Pg oy uo 
| heede lealt thou be as lictle children, which ſometime af- | 57157 004: 
fe to be a Philolopher, foretimes ro be a Publicane, | wane «r= pk 
ſometimes to be a Rhecoritian, and ſometimestobe Ce- | 7% #7 imme 
ſars Tutor, In wy Text the word is taken in the latter Epiclet in Exe 
| ſence, namely for bewaring, as you haue it faithfully tranſ= | chir.c.36. 
| lated in our laſt Engizotranflation; vnto which alſo the 
| Syrean tranſlation agrees ym which in the forme 


Pegoixom wiv riy 
» Thy 516 jay, 


 —_ —_ 4 


ithpehal-fignifies, be ye forewarned ; and the eArabicke 
in like manner ſ9 Ja) oca/boron, which inthe firſtcon- 
iugation inthe imperative mood fignifics Cawete, beware 
yee, ortake ye heed. Thus for-the meaning of the word 
T0 $73 

Beware of falſe Prophets. Qur Saujour giues this ca- 
ueat both to his Diſciples preſent, and alſo to all ſuccee- 
ding Chriſtian Churches, tothe end of the world, To bis 
Diſciples preſent, becauſe in their very <dayes the-Chureh | c Tefe loſepbo 
was annoyed with diuers pernicious Sects : with the Pha« | 4b.18.c, 2.47ti- b- 
riſces, which like vnto our Papiſts, held Iuftification. by. | 
humane merits: with the $aduces, which held like-vnto 8 
our Arhciſts, that the ſoule periſheth with the body - with 
the Efſens, which thought therſelues to be free from all 
humane authority : like ynto our Anabaptifts, whom I | 

rearme | + 
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e Teſie Platina 
mwvita eiuſdem 
Bonifacy. 


c In Epiſ.l6b.4. 
Epiſt.76, 


- . 


rearme ours, not becauſe they are of vs, but becauſe like 
ynwelcome gueſts, they will needes live amongſt vs: for 
this cauſe Chriſt forewarneth his Diſciples here to beware 
of falſe Prophets, thatis, to beware of the Phariſces, left 
their judgement ſhould be corrupted in the maine, name- 
ly concerning the DoEtrin of Tuftification. Secondly,to be- 
ware of the Saduces ,' left by their Atheiſme they them» 
ſelues ſhould be weakned in their faith. Thirdly, to be. 
ware of the Eſſens,leſt by their example they ſhould ſhake 
of the yoake of ſubieQion, And in this our bleſſed Sauiour 
ſhould be a patterneto all the Miniflers of the Goſpell, 
to teach them to the vertermoſt of their power to endeauor 
to beat downe the Errors that cither ſpring vp, orelſe are 
moſt rife in their times. 7.1.9.1 Tim9-1.}, 

Secondly, this caucat is alſo giuen by our Sauijour to all 
ſucceeding Churches, becauſe he foreſaw by the ſpiric of 
Propheſic, that many falſe Prophets would ariſe in after 
times, Afar. 24-24- he foreſaw Antichriſt arifing in the 
Weſt in the Romane Chaire, from the dayes of Boniface 
the third, who ambitiouſly obtained of © Phocas the Em- 
perour,to be called the Acumenicall or Vniuerſall Biſhop 
of the whole Chriſtian world ; and therein approued him- 
ſelfe robe precarſorem Antichrifti (as © Gregorie the firſt 
ſpeaks)the very forerunner of Antichriſt; and ſo by conſe- 
| 21g all che Popes that cuer haue ſucceeded him in that 


| ſea, to haue bin my «rnyerror, that great Antichriſt, 


Secondly,he foreſaw many falſe Prophets ariſing inthe 


] virgin-time of the Church, in the firſt goo, yeares after his 


aſcenſion, and therefore forewarneth his Church which 
were toliuein thoſe ages, to beware of falſe Prophets, as 
he forewarneth ys and all Churches that haue liued before 
vs for the ſpace of a thouſand yeares and vpwards in the 
times of Antichriſt, or that euer ſhall liue hereafter to the 
end of the world, 7} ayegby wr ded rv avrrygire, to be- 
ware of the Pope, and his Antichriftian Do&trine: And 
this muſt zeach weake Chriſtians not to take ſcandall, 
though there be many ſtrangly affeRted in religion attheſe 

MINS dayes. 
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| dayes. Chriſt rold vs  before-band that falſe 


the Church, 242. in the firſt 500. yeares after Chrif, 


. ry , S 5. 
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would ariſe, and wiſhed vs to beware of them, but not 
to be offended or to take offence at the truth becauſe of 
them. And tothe end we may not thinke fr to ſee 
ſo many Sects and Schiſmes in our dayes, I it not 
imperrinent to name the ſeuerall ſorts of Series and 
Hzretickes which have ſprung vp inthe molt pure ages of 


A Catalogue of Seftaries and Heretickes 
which (preng vp in the Primitiue Charch 
colleed by Saint Auguſtine Lib, de 
Hzrefibus, o«t of Euſcbius - 
and Epiphanius. 
1 OC Immniani. 22 Macionite, 
2 iIJHMenandriani. 23 Apellite. 
3 Saturninians, 24 Sencreans, 
4 Baſilidians. 25 Tacians. 
5 Nicolae, 26 Cataphyyger. 
6 Gmoſtzes. 2 7 Pepautians. 
Carpocratians. 25 eHtorrite. ' 
; Corinthians, 29 Telſarohadbcatits 
9 Natare 30. Ms, 


Ll te — 
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m1 Cum 


- Church,and t 


49 eAriani. 
50 Vadians. 
5I Semiarians. 
52 Macedonians. 
53 eferiavi. 


' $4 Paxliani. 


55 Apollinariſte. ' 

56 Amtidicomarianite. 
57 P/albans, 

; HMectangi/ſmonite. 
59 Selucians, 


60 Proechanite: 


61 Patrictans. 
62 Aſcite. 
63 Patralorinchite. 


67 De munds a diſſew, 
Hentes. 
68 Nuds pedibus ambu- 
lantes. . 
69 DenatiHhe. 
70 Priſcilluamy . \*F 
oy, 


a O_ 


72 Rhetorans. 


| 73 Crit divimtatempefe'| 
fbilem dicemt . 


"8 


74 Triformens denim pu- 


[antes 
15 Aquam dee Cocternam 
 Ftementes. 

76 Corpus hominis now avi. 
mam efſe imaginem des 
aſſerentes. 

7] Innumerabiles mundos 

oprnantes. 

78 eAnmus converts in de- 
Manes tenentes. 

79 Ommes liberate: ſuifſe 4- 
pad inferes Chriſts dis | 

ſcenſu patantes. 

80 Chriſti de patre natius- 

'— fats mitinm 4 temepore 
dantes. 

81 Leciferians. 

82 [onintamifte. 

83 efrabici. 

84 Helwidiaws. 

8; Paternians. 

86 Tertullianſfte. 

87 Abeloite. 

88 Pelagians. wato which 
may be added Neftori- 
a1, 5 Enticians.\W hat 
all theſe Hzreriks held 

the learned may read 
© biden. 


Theſe oy ſprang vp in the more goon times of the 
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itisno maruell 
IN com Neither let Pa- 


there be ſo many 
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' piſis or others teproachthe Church, or fayit isno Church, 
CO ek $areinic: foras a Colmes reteine: 
the name of a Cornefield, though it have maty blew-bor- 
tes and other Hinking weedes growing vp amongſt the 
Corne zeuen ſo the Church is a Church, ahtough ya 
Schiſmatikes like ſo many rtares are ſowne in i by the 
meanes of the enujous man of hell. And indeede the Pa- 


piſts haue little reaſon of all other to obieR againſt ys the | 
multieude of ſeRaries, confidering how abounds | 


and ſuperabounds themiclues, Haue not 
the Thomits erage bo and the Scotifts on fre 
they not the leſuires agaiaft che Friers, and the Friers a- 
ainſt the Tefuites, - and the Maſſe-priefts enuying 
2 bin nt toc hs, he 

Dominicans, ini , but fo 
though Sampſon: rogether 
the tayles wich (oechrands berweene Ty OUCT=aWe 
ed by the Pope the Arch-ſeRtarie, ' and the Iniquifition- 
tortures, | 


SECT. 4 


ITgogiyers Ln To þ Saud er gooey 
Beware of falſe Prophets. 


Peokyers, beware : where obſerue, Firſt, that it is noe 
ſaid 7pbosys in the fingular namber, as though our 
Saujour had ipoken onely ro ſome one man , that hee 
fhould beware of falſe Prophets. Secondly, that it is not 
&7y in the duall number, as though he had ſpo- 
ken to ſome two inthe world; but rookyern in the plu- 
rall nomber, to intimate that he ſpake ynco all that ever 
ſhould take ypon thera the ticle of Chriſtians to the end of 
the world.. 
And indeedeir is' the dutie of alt Chriſtians, of what 
C2 ranke 


<_— 


» ® 
. wh 
; 1 | 


ranke ſocuerthey ber) Trorhyer oa) 747 LuoSeegopulgy,to 
beware of falſe Prophets. _ | 

Firſt, Kings and Princes muſt beware of them,and that 
both in reſpeR of themſelues, and alſo in reſpeR of chir 
ſubieQs. In reſpeR of themſelues, they muſt 73 mporiyen 
iavris; looke to themſclues,lefſt any lonne of Belcal,or any 
inftrument of Antichriſt be ſo impudent as to preſſe -into 
their roiall preſence to ſeduce them, and this they had |' 
neede tolsoke vnto with infinite circumſpeRion ; becauſe 
the beloue& Diſciple Saint /oby in his Apocalips, c.16. v. 
13,14- gives them an sem,that three vncleane ſpirits like 
frogs ſhall come out of the mouth of the Dragon, and out 
of the mouth ofthe falſe Prophet, being ſpirits of Diuels 
working miracles, and going ferth ro the Kings of the 
earth, and of the, whole world, &c. 
. Secondly, _ aces muſt 79 wpoobyom 10 aue dfyouire, be- 
ware of fall ophets in es their ſubicts. They 
muſt take the Foxes, the yong Foxes which ſpoile the 
Vines, Cant. 2.15. they muſt nor giue any toleration to 1- 


d in.che Lords I:and; ike o/14s, 10 their 
' time 35 malttake away all the abominations, and cauſe 
all men to ſerue the Lord, 2 Chrox. 34. 33. Princes are 
Shepheards of the a the Euangelicall Prophet F.. 
ſay fiileth them in his 44. Chapter verſe 28. that ſaith of 
Cyr, bee 1s my Shepheard, ®c. and © Hemer the King of 
Poets giues them the like qitle,in the firſt of his 7/5ads tear. 
| Drya a Shepheard, who was indeede the Prince or 
gajne of the people. Now as it is the care -of Shep- 
ds not to ſuffer noyſome Beaſts, Wolues,and the like, 
haue their dens amongſttheir Sheepe : euen ſoit ought | 
bethe care of all Chriſtian Princes 74 abigere Lupes, | 
not to ſuffer Idolaters to'ſer: vp: theis abbaminations in 
any part of their Kingdome:: the danger that may in any 
ſort accrue ynto Princes (whoſe ſoules doe thou O Lord 
alwayes binde vpin the bundle ofilife) comes not by de- 
- nying vnto Idolaters that which tends to their owne burr, 
no more then cuill ynto indulgent Parents by denying 


kniues | 


| 


GL _ 


| 
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kniues and poyſoato their-Children, when they earneſtly. 
cry for ſuch things, bur the Sanger is rather in ſatisfying. 
their vnlawtull and s, for herein. they pro- 


. 
pe CEE 


uoke Gods anger againft themſzlues, 1 K:n.11.9. Rexel. 
2 20. 

Secondly,Mioiſters muſt 53 7yogiy0u awd 757 Lav erpopns 
Tor,beware of falſe Prophets, They muſt beware of reading 
and preferring the erronious poſtils of pſeudoprophets be- 
fore the Orthodox writings of ſound Diuines :the want of 
this good take heed is the cauſe that many young Miniſters 
come quickly-co becorrupted in their udgements,and 1n- 
ſtead ol zeachiog,doe rather corrupt athers.Secondly,they 
muſt beware in-reſpeR of their flocke (caveant Miniftr: ) 
leſt while they ſleepe che enuidus man ſowe tares,as it is in 
the Goſpell, Thirdly, they. muſt. beware of entertaining 

with common ſcducers, that is-an cuill-peace and a 
concord indeede which is berweene the Shepheards 
and the Wolues, as.a learned man ſpeaketh. Thirdly,they 


(and I doe not Exclude my felfe) mult beware of being - 
conuer{ant, or familiar; ordelighting'in the company of - 


the enemies of Gods truth, and of bis ſcruants it isrecor- 
ded by.Ex/#bin« concerning Job the beloned Diſciple of 
Chciſt,that when GCerinchwus that damnable heretick came 
intothe ſame Bach where 7ohn was waſhing himſclfe, the 


, Apoltle ſprang or leapt our of the Bath, as the Author 


e. fignificancly ſpeaketh, fearing left God ſhould haue 
ſhowne a viſible iudgemenr ypon him by the fall of the 
roofe of the Bath, if he had remained in the company of 
ſuch a wretch. -Oh that there were ſuch an abhorring ig 
vs Miniſters at theſe dayes, for ſurely then errours would 
not ſo. thriue 2s they doe. Fourthly, Miniſters, muſt take 
diligent notice of the errours that ſpring vp in their times, 
as the learned Fathers did in their dayes, and bytheir 
preaching muſt bear downeto their power the ſame ex- 
rors. It is reported concerning tbe Mother of. Gregprie 
Naexziantene, by ſome (although it be ſomewhar « 
wiſe recorded by others in the life oſthe ſame roverend Fa- 

Ky 4 Cy ther) 
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ther) Thatthe dreamed when ſhee was concejued of th: 
worthy light of the Chureh, that ſhee had in her wombe 
a white wel whith by his bark 
the Wolues God the Sheepefold. I ffand not vpon the Hi- 
ſorie, but I wiſh that all che Miniſters of E»g/and were 
ſuch white whelpes as Gregorie Nazianzen was, and that 
their 
the wolues from the ſheepfold of Ieſus Chriſt, 
. Thirdly che mufl +3 wp03ky ory and er {ivdewyogr- 
7s: beware of falſe Prophets. For 
hearing therd, cither publikely if ar any time they itcrude 
themſctues, or priuately in their candeſtine or ſecret con- 
uenticles. The Sheepe of Chrift will not heare the yoice 
of a ſtranger, but flye from hiin, /oh» 10.5. It is recorded 
by Theederite,cthar —_—_ an arian Biſhop came and 
reached amongſt the Antiochians broaching his damna- 
ble errors, the people © forſooke the gations ar the 
leaſt for the preſent, hauing indeede bin ſoundly taught 
before by worthy Athanaſius. Oh that the people of 
age had their witts thus exerciſed to judge berwize truth 
and falſchood : but alas ar cheſe dayes, 'iferror come bur 
masked with a —_ of zeale8& « chundering voice, it is 
readily receiued for truth by the common multirade,yea 1 
would there were not many that make Z great profeſſion 
of religion, and yer are thus filly, 


SECT». 5, 
. Trerhy tre 


[ Jonixcori beware: in that our Sauiour onely mentions 

here a 73 2yeeiytey, 2 dutic of bewaring of falſe Pro- 
phers, exgo, it ma be demanded and that as a caſe of* 
conſcience, whether it be lawfull for the Church n' «rar 


eve T3; {wor pi, to putfalfe Prophets to death, In 
the which we muſt carefully note whom wee are 


| | covaderſiand by falſe Prophers, And by falſe Prophers 


. ; rd) 


. 


ſhould drive away 


were hixe ynco his barking to fcare away 


r{t they maſt beware of . 


ky 
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it jon concerning life and death, wee are not to 
- enderfiand chemthar differ in opinion from ys in ſmaller 
marters, although I wiſh from my heart chat we were all 
of one nt in the leaſt chings,as well as in the grea- 
teſt x neither are we to vnderſtand thereby them which of 
meere fimple ignorance h6Id ſome error at the leaſt for a 
time againſt che maine foundation of Chriſtian religion. . 
The Apoſtles thernſelues were ignorantfor a time, both 
of the death, and alſo of the refurreRtion of Chriſt, and 
therefore when our Saujour ſpake of either of theſe, they , 
wondered,as being carried away indeede (a5 were Dar 
not as Apoſtles) with the common error of the times, 
which was this, to wit; that the Meſſiah ſhould neuer dye, 
and fo by conſequence ſhould neuer riſe againe. But by 
falſe ads ear chis queſtion weare to vnderſtand, firſt 
ſuch as obſtinarely perſiſt in fundamenrall errors,after ſuf- * 
ficient meanes vſed fot their conuition, yea not onely per- 
fiſt but alſo endeauour to diſperſe their pernicious errors - 
ro the ing of others, ſeeking withall to ſupplane 
and to blaſpbeme the contrary truth 2 according ro that | _ 
deſcription of falſeProphers giuen by a learned*Spaniard; |* P/cudeprophete 
they arc falſe Prophets which reach againſt the rruch of ch pra. ring > 
faith, Secondly,tuch alſo, whoſe Hzrehies are cither Blaſ- | fdei.roſtar, 4- 
phemous in the doAtine it (elfe, as the Arians; or traite- | bul.ad loc, 
rous againſt Soueraigntie,as the Ieſuires : and where both 
theſe concurre,the perſons in whom they meet do certain- 

_ a thouſand deaths. Firft, becauſe theycorrupt the 
faith, and if ſuchas corrupt and poiſon the ſprichs of wa- 


þ 


ter, atthe which men and beaſts receiue their drinke de- | 
ferue capitall puniſhment, how much more ehey, which | 
as much as in them is, doe impoiſon the freſh ſprings of | 
Sion, Secondly, becauſe they murder mens ſoules, yea as | J 

| farre as poſſibly they can, they murder Chrift in a Chrifli- 
| 4n man, as Saint we ſpeakes in bis fitr craftare vp- Quantum inipſa] 
| on Saint Johw, And if he that murders a mans bc | «{ Chriſtum i 1 [2 
| fy deferuef death, how much fore hee thac deftroyes a | mini ocerdunt, (©) 
| mans ſoule. Or if they which were murderers ofthe Lord | 
. * Teſus | 


RT 
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Jeſus in reſpeRt of his body deſerued rodye, how much 
more they which ſeeke to murder his holy ſpirit. Thirdly, | 
the Twrke himfelfe (as one truely ſaith) cannot ſo much 
Nee twrea tan | hurtorends che Church of God as an hereticke may: 
CE and therefore if it be lawfull to put to death common ene; 
quantum be. | Mics of ourliues irmwarre, why is it not lawfull for the 
| reticus. Ferus in | . Magiſtrate to put to death the enemies of our ſoules, of 
mat. God, and of the State. | 
Againe, we haue diuers examples of this lawfull ſeue. 
h , ritie executed vpon Idolaters in former ages. Firſt,in Z4- 
iah,in 1 Xing.18. 40. commanding all the Prophets of 
Baal to be ſlaine. Secondly, in /ebu,in 2 King-10, 24,25. | 
giuing the like command concerning the worſhippers of 
Baal. Thirdly,jn all the inhabicants of the-land of 7#d4,in 
2 King.11.18. who deſtroyed all the houſes of Ba«/; and | 
* flue ax the Prieſt before the Alcars, | 
| Furthermore we hauc examples a4lſo-in the Ecelefiaſti- 
call Hiſtorie : Firſt, in Confantine that famous Chriſtian 
6 Apud Bulliz= | Emperour,who enacted a ſtature, a8 appeares by.a © lerter 
ger dnaba,Sere | of his written to one Tawrms, That if any did offer Sacri= 

* | fice vpon the Altats : g/adio wrore flerneretwy : he ſhould, 
be put to death by the fword, and his goods confil- 
— cate. The like was enated by © Theodefine, and” Yalen- 
Theodsfans | tinianus, by Martians allo, as the lame Hemry Bullin- 
tit.2, ger recordeth, | 

And the ground and warrant of this is the good word 

of God: forthe Lord himſelfedaith, Dewr.z 3.5, that Pro- | 
phet or deamer of Dreames ſhalt be put to death, becauſe 
he hath ſpoken to twrue you from the Lord your God: 
and in verſ.9. thou hab. wrely kill him, thine hand ſhall be 
firſtupen him to put him to death,and afterward the hand of 
all the people. And againe in verl. 10, thow ſhalt ſtone hins 
with flones that he dye, becauſe hee hath ſoughtto thru#? | 
thee away from the Lord thy God. Now if any ſhall fay 
this was a Judiciall Law giuen to the Iſraelites, I anſwer, 
lay it were ſo, yet the equiffe of chat Iudiciall Eaw remai- 
neth till ro all Nations. The like proofe we haue in Zech. 
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Beware of falſe Prophers. 


; 


13-3. it Pall come to paſſe that when any ſhall yet propheſie, 

then bis Father and hu Mother that begat him, ſtall thruſt 
him through when he propbeſieth. 

© Saing Auguſtine indecd wauered concerning the like 
point for atime as he himſclfe confeſleth in one of his Epi- 
liles, but when he ſaw that the City wherein he dwelt was 
reclaimed from Donatiſme by the tword of the Magiſtrate, 
hee reuerſed his opinion, and confeſſed that Heretickes 
might lawfully bee enforced and puniſhed by the Magi- 

rate, 

But if any ſhall obieR, that in the new Teſtament wee 
are exhorted indeed to flye the company of Heretickes, 
Rom,16.17. not to recciue them into our houſes, 2 Epiſt, 
lohn verſe 10. after the firſt and ſecond admonition to re» 
ict them,T7e.2.10, 

And heere in my Text to beware of them, but no 
where to put any of them to death, I anſwer, at that time 
when the New Teſtament was penned,and alſo when our 
bleſſed Sauiour liued ypon the earth and preached, the 
Church of God was ynder the tyrannie of the Romane 
Empire : ſo that it had bin in vaine at that time to haue 
ſtirred ir vpto pur falſe Prophets to death, the hands of the 
Church being then bound; neither was it abſolutely neceſ- 
farie to vſe any ſuch excitation, becauſe there was ſuffici- 
ent direQion giuen already in the Old Teſtament, what 
was to be done concerning hereticall Seducers : and yetit 
is to be obſerued, that the Churcheuen in the New Tefta- 
ment wiſhed that ſeducers were cut off, Ga/.g.12. vpon 
the which place, one of the © antients ſaith, rhe Apoſtle in 
this Text of Scripture doth not onely wiſh a ſpiritual 
cutting off to the ſeducers of his time, but alſo a corporall 
abſciſſion : he defires that as they were a meanes to. put 
the Galatians to bodily paine by vrging Circumciſion vp- 
on them, ſo that they themſclues might bee put to bodily 
Paine by vtter cutting off their very liues : where that 
reuerend Father vſcth an accuſatiue caſe hos of the perſon 
after maledicir after the manner ofthe eccleſiaſtics Scripto» 


D res, 
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Obrettion, 


Anſwer. 
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Beware of falſe Prophers, 


— 


res, whoſe faſhion it is, as a learned *Gramarian ſpeakes, 
to pur accuſatiue caſes of the perſon after verbes, com- 
pounded with 4exe or male : but to let the conſtruRtion 
paſſe and to returne to the matter : here wee ſee in Saint 
Ambroſe his iudgement, that the Church in the Apoſtles 


time, though it had not preſent power to put ſeducers to 


death, yet it wiſhed that they were pur todeath : and if 
the Church in thoſe daies wiſhed their death, it would as 
well haue pur them to death ifit had not beene reſtreined 
by oucr-ruling tyrannie; as it is mote then probable. 

I might be large in this ſubiet, but I mult inftar canis 
egyptiacicontent my ſelfe with a lap or two of this Nilus, 
for feare of being flung by the Crocodile of raſh cenſure 
for my tediouſneſlſe : therefore for breuity ſake I referre 
the learned Reader to that learned booke © of Theodore 
Beza,the title wherof you haue inthe margent wherin he 
proues by impregnable arguments, That hereticks may be 
Lawfully puniſhed by the Ciuill Magiſtrates, yea and if 
they cannot by any other imeanes be reclaimed, they may 
juſtly be put to death, as © Serwerus was at Genenah, Anno 
I553+ 

; Fil what I haue ſaid in this queſtion concerning the 
puniſhment of hereticall ſeducers may iuſtly be applyed al- 
ſo toblaſphemers of God. For if they which denie fun- 
damentall truth and oppoſe it with obſtinacy'deſerue 
death, how much more they which blaſpheme it and the 
author of it which is God and Chriſt : and therefore if any 
miſcreant Iew or other ſhall come impudemily amongſt ys 
Chriſtians,and like another Goliath ſhall defie our Saujour 
as he did the hoſt of the living God : ſurely our Magi- 
ſrares vpon iuft proofe may lawfully put him to death : 
May? Yea ought foro doe. God himlelfe maketh blaſphe- 
my capitall, or death-deſeruing in expreſſe termes, Lemir. 
24-16.and Nebuchadnezzar in Dan.3.29. makes a De- 
cree, that if any of what Tongue or Nation ſoeuer, ſhall 
ſpeake any thing amiſſe (as you have itin the Engliſh 
Tranſlation) againſt the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and 


Abednego, 


»f pare 0 Ja * Prophets. 

_ Abednego, be ſhall be cut in pieces, and his houſe ſhall be 
made a dung-bill 1 the originall words im that Text,name- 
ly the Caldee, .ſhew the ftriftneſſe of that Nature : for 
whereas itis tranſlated ſhall ſpeake 8ny thing amiſſe,in the 
Caldee it is ſhall ſpeake an error : intimating thereby thar 
if any did ſpeake blaſphemie chough ic might poſſibly be 
pretended, that he did {o out of error of judgement : yer 
by the ſentence of Nebuchadnezzar (in that no doubt di- 
” & rected in the maine by the Spirit of God) he was todie 
for it : and if a Heathen King was thus zealous for 
God againſt Blaſphemers, how much more doth ic be- 
houe Chriſtian Princes to bee zealous : bur I leaue this 
point : and thus I haue done with the firſt part of my Text, 
ro wit, the Caueart of our Sauiour giuen to his Church 
concerning Falſe Prophers, in theſe words, 7zeoiy ere ans 
Ta v *\4uSorpopnrer :. Beware yee of pſendoprophets, 
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SECT. 6. 


© ol 
daTiV4s fp ormat- 


Which come, (5c. 


VEe come wnto you in ſheeps clothing. In this firſt 
V Deſcription we haue three things to be obſerued 
concerning Falſe Prophets. Firſt, their intruſion, 3g ores 
7 peo bivoyra they come voſent. Secondly, their infinua- 
tion,mp)s vpe's s Te 73r xdguoy they come to Chriſts Dilci- 
ples, not tothe common mulcitude, Thirdly, their hypo- | 
crifie, iy wStuzgt Tpod.muy 6u% ir 39067 1 iSherr they come | 
diſguized and not in their owne likenefſe, For the fult, 
that they are mcere intruders into the office of teaching, 
and haueno lawfull calling thereunto, it is apparant in 
ler.27.21.T haue not ſent theſe Prophets,yet they ranne, 1 
bane not ſpoken vnto them, yet they propheſied : they haue 
no calling from God. 1. Becauſe either they are meerely 
ignorant and vnſufficient to be guides, as many are which 
take vponthem to be teachers amongſt the Anabaprilts 


| and Familifts being ynlearned men taken our of ſome 
D2 trade, 
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preſcript. 


Beware of falſe Prophets, 
trade,or ſecondly,becauſe they haue not aright miniſterial 
affeion, but aime at their owne priuate ends, to wit, to 
rob, kill,8 to deſtroy, as our Saujour ſaith of them, 7oþ.10. 
10. or thirdly,becauſe they hold and teach fundamentall 
errors, which plainely argueth that they are guided by the 
ſpirir of Satan, and not by Gods Spirit, Furthermore com- 
monly they haue no calling from the Church, yea, they 


_contemne that calling as idle and impertinent, being like ' 


thoſe ſeducers ſpoken of, A&.1 5.24. which went out and 
taught the Gentiles, the Apoſtles giuing them no ſuch 
Commandement, 

I will not infilt yponthis point, yet it may ſerue as a 
ſtrong motive to diſſwade men and women from 
hearing theſe vnſent ſeducers : for if they be not ſent 
of God, why ſhould any dare to: heare them, yea what 
good can any manexpeRt to receiue by ſuch teachers ; and 
yet ſuch is the folly of many at theſe times, rhat they had 
rather heare a man without calling in ſome priuate con- 
uenticle, then atrue miniſter ſent of God and authorized 


by the Church in a lawfull aſſembly. 


SECT. 7. 
Vuto you. 


Wa os, that is ynto you my Diſciples : whence ob- 
ſerue me, what kinde of people hereticall teachers 
defire eſpecially to ſeduce,namely < Chriſt his Diſciples,or 
ſuch as are living members of the Church. This is confir- 
med by that in Afar. 24.24. where we haue falſe Chriſts, 
and falſe Prophets going about todeceiue if it were poſſi- 
ble che very eleR,and by that in Rex.2,20.where we hauc 
the Romiſh Iefabel (for of her I rake it, is typically ſpo- 
ken in that place) ſeducing Gods ſeruants: we may alſo ſee 
it daily verified by very experience for whom do Familiſts, 


Anabaptifts and other Sectaries commonly labour to per- 
| uert and ſeduce ? Not Drunkards, Adulterers, Sabbath- 
breakers, 


— 
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breakers, Gamfters, Lyers, Swearers and ſuch like, but 
rather ſuch as ſeeme to be converted, which mourne for 
their ſins and defire to know the right way to heauen, ha- 
uing bio in ſome meaſure wrought vp6 by the publike mi- 
niſtery of the Church:wherein ſeducers are like ynto kites, 
which flie vp and downe to ceaze ypon tender Chickens, 
or rathcrlike vnto their father the Diucll, who loues to 
come in amongft Gods children, 7ob 2.1. not for loue of 
their perſons, much Jeſſe of the exerciſes of Religion, bur 
to-accompliſh his owne ends, which may ſerue for a Ca- 
ueat toall tender Chriſtians, to teach them the more care- 
fully to looke to themſclues :; but I will got further infiſt 
vponthis point, 


SECT. 8. 


ir iS utor Trofdruy tn ſheeps clothing,that is, ip Siguaor 
mroparwy in ſheepes thinnes : for what is the cloathing 
of a filly ſheepe bur ics skinne or fel] : in this Deſcription 
of Falfe Prophets, our Sauiour may ſeeme to allude to the 
Woolfe in the Fable: concerning the which the Mytholo- 
giſt fpeaketh thus:a Woolfe on atime putting on a ſheepes 
skinne immingled himſelfe — Flocke, and ſoc- 
uery day ftrangled ſome of the pe, which when the 
ſhepheard perceiued, he tooke the Wolfe and hanged him 
vpin an hightree : atthe which when other ſhepheards 


ignorant of the cauſe wondered, and demanded of their. . 


fellow-ſhepheard what hee meant tobe ſo cruell te hang 
vpa filly harmeleſſe ſheepe;he anſwered:his skinne as you 
ſee is the skinne of a ſheepe, but his workes are the works 
of a Woolfe : vnto the which it is not altogether improba- 


ble (for I will not be peremptory in alluſions) that our Sa- * 


uiour in my Text doth in ſome forc allude, no more then 
itis improbable that S. Pax/ doth allude to the olympian 
games int Cor.9.23,24,25- where he ſpeakes of cunning 
of arace for a corruptible Crowne: nodes is it in any ſort 


impoſſible for Chriſt to baue this alluſion, «-£/ap the my- | 
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thologiſt living almoſt 600 yeeres before him as Buchol- 
zer%s5 notes out of ©two ſubſtantiall Authors in his *»dex 
Chronologicus z and the words of the Text ſo juſtly agree- 
ing: Beware of Falſe Prophets which come vnto you in 
ſheepes clothing, but inwardly they are ranening Wolues. 

In fheepes clothing : wherein we may obſerve thar itis 
not the manner of ſeducers ordinarily to appeare outward- 
ly what they are within, bur if they be birds of the prey 
they will ſeeme to be doues, if they be ſtinging Serpents, 
they will ſeeme to be harmelefſe wormes, if they bee tru- 
culent Wolues they will ſeeme to be innocent ſheepe, ina 
word ; it they be © foule within they will be faire without: 
and the reaſon of this hypocrifie in ſeducers is manifeſt, 
becauſe as it is with a Wolfe,if he ſhould come howling to 
the ſheepefold and in his owne $skinne the watchfull ſhep- 
heard would refiſt him with his crooke and with his dog, 
but putting on a ſheeps skinne and counterfeiting the 
bleating of a ſheepe, hee findes entertainement, and the 
ſheepe thunne him not,bur delight co walke with him,vn- 
till he plucke our their throates : euen ſo pernicious ſedu- 
cers, if they ſhould come in their owne likeneſle, they 
know the Magiſtrates and Miniſters would withſtand 
them, and the people would ſhunne them, andflie from 
them: bue comming in the name of zealous Chriſtians, 
they are leſle ſuſpeRed, and lefle ſhunned and oppoſed : 
yea, with ſome they finde kinde entertainement, and ob- 
taine a good report. I ſpeake this to the ſhame of many 
in our times, which haue not learned to put difference (ſo 
ignorant are they of the doctrine of Religion) berweene a 
_ Woolfe, and atrue Orthodox ſheepe of Ieſus 

rilt. 
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SECT, 9» 
1n fheepes cloathing. 
HE it may be demanded, what is meant by /beepes 


cleathing z or in what manner,cunning ſeducers come | 
in that rayment. I anſwer, Seducers come in ſheepes clo- | 
thing. Firſt, when they come with quotations out of ho-. | 


ly Scripture, to confirme their damnable poſitions : thus 
the diuell came to our Sauiour in ſheepes clothing, when 
he came with a ic /criptum eff, Mat.q. for it is written, 
he will gee hus Angels charge oner thee, &-ce. and thus Fa- 
miliſts, and Anabaptiſts come in ſheepes clothing, which 
vic to bring Scripture peruerted to proue their tenents, as 
though the Scripture of truth did in any fort fauour their 
errors : and thus Aris came in ſheepes clothing,of whom 
I haue read, that he brought 42 places our of the Scripture 
to proue, that Chriſt was meere man and not God, againſt 
eAtharaſins that diſputed with him in the Niczan Coun- 
cell. 

Secondly, when they come ynder a pretence of hauing 
all antiquity on their ſides, fauouring their hereticall opi- 
nions, deceiuing the world as the Gibeonites decciued Jo- 
ſua with old bottels, and old ſhooes, and mouldy bread, 
and old garments, as though they had come from farre, 
when as indeed they were bur of the next towne./7oſ.9.11, 
12. Thus Bellarmine and other Controuerfills amongſt 
the Papiſts come as Woolues in ſheepes clothing, when 


they impudently «ffirme that all antiquity is on their fides, | 
that all the Fathers, and Councels, and Doftors ſpeake for | 
them and the like ; which hath beene proucd falſe totheir | 


taces by many of our © learned Diuines, which haue taken 
paines to confute chem, and this ſhewes, that they haue 
browes of braſle to boaſt of antiquity, when as the maine 
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abominations of Popery were firſt hatched by the Trent- 
ouncell, or rather the Trent-Conſpiracie, hardly yet | 
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an x00 yeeres agoe, and were notſo much as knowne to 
the Fathers which liued in the firſt goo yeeres after Chriſt, 
I pittie their ſoules that are ſo enchraled to ſuch guides, as 
that they muſt belceene wharſocuer they tell them without 
any further diſquifition, and ſo mult content themſelues 
withthe colyars faich, to belecue as the Church belecues, 
though they know not what the Church belecuerh. I pitry 
them, I ſay, becauſe they are as ſheepe committing them- 
ſelues to the keeping ofa Woolfezas it is in the © comadie, 
and I will Rill pray that God would deliver them out the 
iawes of theſe foul-deuouring Woolues ; and that hee 
would cauſe the light of his owne Goſpell to ſhine into 
their hearts, whereby the darke miſts of ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition may bee diſpelled and aboliſhed, that ſo they 
may recciue the truth in the loue of it, to their owneeter- 
nall benefit, and the comfort of others. | 

Thirdly, when they come with plauſible bookes, ſuch 
bookes as ſeeme to haue many good things in them, but 
ſome bad, ſuch bookes as haue Gmc abiliche and ſome 
poyſon,ſome wheate and ſome tares : for it is the man- 
ner of Heretickes as Gregory notes to mingle ſome good 
things amongſt their bad, euen as a _— poyloner 
when he meanes to poyſon another man with ſome dead- 
ly wine, he firſt annointeth the lip of the cup wich ſweet 
hony : thus the moſt Heretickes and Seducers come in 
ſheepes clothiog,/ by giuing ſeducing bookes as a great 
preſent to ſuch,as they meane to ſeduce : their bandy 
bookes being like the © Troiane horſe in Vergil, which 
was pretended to bethe gift of Minerua, but it wrought 
the ruine of 77oy. 

Fourthly, when they come 3s the Apoſtle ſpeakes of 
them, Roxs.16.13. with good words and flattering iſpee- 
ches pretending to tender our good, and to counſell ys 
for the beſt, to wiſh our ſaluation, &c. and yer ynder that 


 coulonr, laboar to ſeduce ys : for as a learned © Father 


{peaketh: Heretickes ynder a colour of giuing good coun- 
ſell dde indeed ſeduce men:thus likewiſe all ſeducers come 
to 


—O 


| 


+ CF..9w 
p -} [4 k | uy : & - 
AF. = 


to the Church of God in ſheepes Cloathing , for they 
all pretend to giue good and ſaving Counſell : when 
as their breath is as the poyſon of Aſpes, and as ir is 
faid of the Bafiliske, that hee kills with his looke, or 
with the beames that come from his poyſonfull eyes, 
euen ſo theſe kill with their mouthes by the poyſon- 
full breath which procedeth from the ſame? accordin 
to that Adders poyſon # vader: their lips, Selah. Pſalme 
140. 3. 

: Fifthly , when they come with the whole ſaperfi- 
cies or outfide of a Chriſtian profeſſion as © one of rhe 
ancients ſpeakes, to wit, with an outward expreſſion 
of- holineſſe,, with a ſeeming contempt of the world , 


with prayers, faſtings, teares, almeſ-deeds, ſeeming | 8 


zeale, comely geſtures , ſeeming loue , ſeeming pati- 
ence , ſeeming conformitie , ſeeming humilitic , ſee- 
ming harmeleſneſle and the like; for it is not ynuſuall with 
Seducers to difſemble an honeſt life, as f one of the Fa- 
thers faith : thus the Herodians and Diſciples of che 
Phariſees came to our Saujour in CE —— 
20, 20, counterfeiting themſelues to bee iuft men, and 
thus of all other Sets vnder the Sunne, the hypocri- 
ticall Se of the Familifts, together with their Com. 
rades the Anabaptiſts come among vs Chriſtians in 
ſhcepes cloathing : for they will carry themſelues*ſmooth- 
ly as though they were very zealous and goed Chri- 
ftians, when as in the meane time by their pernicious 
Do&trine and priuate Counſell , they cut the y 


the Vſe of this followes in the next 
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SECT. 10. 


 b-4 ſheepes cloathing : it being ſo that ſeducers come as 
Woolues in ſheepes cloathing, this may teach vs diuers 
things: * \ 

Firt.co take notice of the wofuil condition of ſuch Hy- 
pocrites, they are Chriſts ſheepe onely in outward ſhew, 
not in heart, they are whired Sepulchers, a meere outſide, 
a painted abhomination. The Lord may ſay ot their out- 
ward ſhew, as /aceb ſaid of [oſephs Coate,Gen.37 2 3+ this 
Coate ts the Coate of my Sonne, ſome enill beaſt hath de- 
woured him. So this ourward forme of godlinefle is the 
ourward forme of my ſonnes and daughters, but ſome 
y ſpirit bath deuoured them which vſe it in Hypo- 

ie. 


Secondly, it ſerues juſtly to roproue meny of our times, 
who for want of iudgement being blinded with affeRion, 


| areready to juſtifie erroneous perſons for a meere ourward 


hypacriticall ſhew, be their doEtrines and opinions neuer 
ſo pernicious and hereticall;which is as if a fooliſh man or 
woman ſhould commend a Woolfe to be an innocent and 
barmeleſſe creature, becauſe hee hath put on a Sheepes- 
skinne. . 

Thirdly, it ſerues to reach ſuch as make ſhew of Reli- 
gion, to take notice that a meere outſide in Religion is 
not.ſufficient in Gods fight : an Hypocrite, yea a damna- 
ble ſeducer may haue an ourfide, he may come in a ſheepes 
skinne as we haue heard; but wee muſt labour for an ho- 
neſt heart : for God aboue all reſpeeth char. 

Fourthly, it ſcrues to teach Chriftians to bee the more 
wary with whom they do conuerſe, and whomthey heare, 
eſpecially to beware of priuate conuenticles, whilſt 
they thinke ro conuerſe wich true ſheepe, they mecte with 
Woolues in ſheepes clothing. 

Fifthly, it ſerues to teach Gouernors to bee the more 
warie, | 
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warie, when cunning ſeducers come before them, for as 
theſe Wolues haue their ſheepes clothing to deceiue the 
people withall, ſo they haue their outward yeelding to 
conformity,their eq uiuocations, their externall ſubmifſi- 
ons and the like, wherewith to deceive authority and to 
rid themſelues out of trouble. Arizs was knowne to 
yeeldto the Nicz3ne Councell as appeares by a Letter of 
ſubmiſſion which he wrote to Conſtantine the Great : the 
which Letter is noted by © 7owerius in the Deſcription of 
the Niczan Councell : but his yeeſding was meerely Hy- 
pocriricall rorid himſelfe out of trouble,for he rereined his 
blaſphemous opinions ill, and diſperſed them in priuate 
more then before. 1 confeſſe the Magiſtrates cannot doe 
lefſe (I meane the Church-Gouernors) then receiue peni- 
tent perſons vpon their ſubmiſſion into the Church a- 
gaine. I acknowiedge alſo that the boſome of the Church 
ſhould be alwaies open to humbled and contrice perſons. 
But becauſe Hypocriticall ſeducers may make it a practice 
to deceiue Magiſtrates by fained ſubmiſſion, therefore the 
ſafeſt courſe is (which Rands alſo with iuftice) to inflit 
vpon them condigne puniſhment for their former diſtur- 
bances, and then if after their due puniſhment they 
wil ſubmit and defire to be receiued,to receiue them vpon 
further tryall,I ſay yponfurther tryall,for 3 avzoc vs 74h yn 
& 73y 16 dy exdlng; as it is in the Prouerbe, the Woolte 
may change his haire, but he will hardly change his minde 
or nature : and thus much may ſuffice for the firſt De- 
{criptionof Falſe Prophets, which is by their outward ha- 
bit orexternall ſhew, in theſe words, which come vnto you. | 
in ſheepes Cloathings. 
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But inwardly they are rauening Wolues, 
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But inwardly they are rauening Woolwes. 


N theſe words wee haue the ſecond Deſcription 

of ſeducers, and as the former was by their. outward 
ſhew , ſo this is by” their inward quality ; Imwardly 
they are rawening Wolnes : wherein two- things are 
to bee obſerued concerning hereticall ſeducers : Firſt ,that 
they are Wolues : Secondly that they are rauenous, 

For the firſt, that they are Wolues, that is of a Jupine 
or Woluifh diſpoſition, is manifeſt , not onely by the 
words of the Text, but alſo by thatin AXs 20 29, where 
they are called auza Gagne grievous Wolues, or if you 
will, fat Wolues, for Sagis in Greeke comes of 
w12 in Hebrew, which ſignifies fat as ſome Ety mologiſls 
haue obſcrued , a fic Epithite for ſeducers , which far 
themſelues with the blood of ſoules, 

And hereticall Seducers are ficly compared to 
Wolues in diuers reſpeRs : Firlt , becauſe as Wolues 
are dull-fighted in the day , but quick-fghted in the 
night, as © one faith of them: euen ſo pernicious Se- 
ducers are oftentimes very acute and ſharp-witted for 
error, they are able in their faſhion, ( having their ſer. 
pentine witts commonly exerciſed about nothing elle ) 


ro diſpute for that, yea very idiots ( ſuch as the Fa- 


milifts , and Anabaptiſts bee) will bee brabbling a- 
gainſt Learned Miniſters , «» puiuere olympico, ſo 
farre as the engliſh $kill will extend , but they are 


they ſhut their eyes like Owles againſt that, ſhining 

light. 

| . Secondly,as the Woolfe deales%gently with the ſheepe 

at the firſt,carrying it away vnhurt ypon his backe , vntill 
he 
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dull ro apprehend the truth of ſound Divinitie , yea , | 
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he haue brought ic tothe place where he meanes to ſtran- 
gle it. Even ſo pernicious ſeducers vſe to deale with their 
Profelytes, at the firſt drawing them into lighter errors, 
but afterwards like grievous Wolues, plucking out the 
throat of their ſoules, by leating theminto dionen 
and damnable hzrefies: and thus homo hominis Lupe eſt, 
one man becomes a Woolfe to another. 

Thirdly,as a Woolfe begets a Woolfe, according tothar 
rule in nature, euery like begers his like : euen- ſo pernici- 
ous ſeducers ſpiritually beger ſuch as-proue like ynto them- 
ſelues both in opinion and practiſe, and indeede they 
which are conuerted, or rather peruerted by hzreticall 
ſpirits, whatſoever high conceits they may haue of them- 
ſelues, they are but of ſeeming Sheepe made reall 
Wolues, . 

Fourthly, as the Wolfe is ſaid to firike a man dumbe, if 
he ſpie the nan before the man ſpie him : even ſo when 
ſeducers preuaile,they Rrike men dumbe,in reſpeR of any 
true profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; yea, they bring them by 
their ſeduRions to blaſpheme all ſound profeſſion. 

Fiftly ,as the wooll of a Woolfe,if it be made intoa gar- 
ment will proue but an odious garment, breeding ver- 
mine vypon him that ſhall weare it inflead of miniſtring a- 
ny comfort, as Plutarch ſpeakes : even ſothe good which 
poore {ſeduced ſoules thinke they receiue by impoſtors,” 
and deceiuers of mindes, it will prove corruption in 
the end, 

Sixtly, as the Woolfe maketh ſhew of ciuile vertue, as 
of chaftitie and the like, congreſſing but onely 1 2.dayes in 
a whole-yeare, Euenſothe moſt pernicious ſeducers com- 
monly make ſhew of much ciuilitie and moralitie, and 
dens they doe more harwe amonglt the ignorant ſort 
then by any other meanes, Whercupon one of the © Fa- 
thers ſaith notadly;let vs be exceeding wary of thoſe here- 
tickes which arc of the beſt conuerſation, whoſe liues poſ- 
fibly are dire&ed nor of God, but of the diuell. And thus 
we ſce for what reaſons hereticall ſeducers are ficly com- 
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pared vnro Wolues, I might 2dde another,taken from the 
rauenouſheſle of Wolves, bur that I reſerue for the next 
SeRion. Come we now to the vie of rhe point. 

And it being demonſtrated that hzreticall ſeducers are 
Wolues, it firſt ſerues not onely to iultifie againſt all ca- 
lumniators, but alſo much to commend the lawfull ſeue- 
ritie of Courts of IuNice againſt ſuch. © Saint Augnitine 
faith, there is a puniſhing mercy, and a ſparing crueltie, 
This may ſceme to be a paradox to ſome, but the father 
knew what he ſaid; for it is a puniſhing mercie when wor- 
thy Goyernours doe puniſh dangerous ſeducers for the 
fafetic of the whole, and it were a {paring crueltie to let 
them paſſe ynpuniſhed; for looke how much mercy is 
ſhewed tothe Wolte,ſo much crueltie is done to theSheep, 
ye it is mercy to ſeducers themſclues (if they could skill 
oft) thatthe Gouernors ſeeke to reſtraine” them from 
their damnable wayes, by infliting iuſt puniſhment vp- 
on them, this being the laſt meaacs that the Church can 
vie to cure them : according to that of Ariorle , pu- 
niſhments are kindes of medicines ; but howſocuer ſe- 
ducers themſelues and their court-flandering adherents 
doe take it, I am ſure all good people haue great cauſe to 
praiſe God for the zeale of our Gouernours, in this re- 


ſpe : our bodies might as ſafely liue in a roring wilder- | 
" nefſe in the midſt of Wolues and Tygers, as our ſoules in 


our ſtrongeſt Cities amongſt ſeducers, if there were not 
Courts of Iuſtice to ſuppreſſe them. 

Secondly, it makes for the juſt reproofe of many at 
theſe dayes, who when they haue dangerous Wolues dif- 
couered ynto them, will not lend their helping hand to 
ſupprefſe them for the common fſaferic of the Church, but 
ſuffer them to walke vp and downe in the very Sheepfold 
without reſiſtance. Gods cauſe and his truth for the which 
they ought to contend, /xd.z. is little beholding rothem, 
I pray God it benor one day laid to their charge : a bad 
cauſe ofrentimes findes much patronage; the wicked will 
ſtraine their purſes, try their friends, put themſclues to 
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great paines for the ſupporting of it ; but the cauſe of God 
may finke or ſwim (were it not for good Gouernours) for 
any helpe or countenance that the forward men of our 
rime, for the moſt part will giue vnto it. If it were noto= 
riouſly knowne that ſome devouring Wolfe did haunt a- 
bout this Citie, which had deſtroyed an 100. perſons, 1 
ſuppoſe euery man would lay it to heart, and vie the beſt 
meanes he could to ſappreſle ſuch a noyſome creature : 
are we thus carefull for the common ſafetie of mens liues, 
and ſhall there be no care for the common ſafetie of their 
ſoules ? Is it ſo heinous a matter when an hundred per- 
ſons are corporally ſtrangled, and is it nothing when ma- 


- ny hundreds ate ſpiritually murdered ? But I imagine 


what you will ſay ; wby ſhould wee put our finger in the 
fire? why ſhould we meddle in a controuerhie ach con- 
cernes vs not? Ianſwer, if the controuerhie indeede were 
a meere priuate controuerfie, you ſeeme to ſay ſomething; 
but if it be a publike controuerhe, and concerne the com- 
mon ſafetie, your obieQion or ptea is little worth, 

But many haue learned that Greeke Proverbe in our 
times, vero; 72 #19 is'7 yin Cle, it is good ieeping in a 
whole skin : yea ſome are ſuch valiant champions,that be- 
ing ingaged in the Lords controuerfie, will viſe meanes 
and friends to draw their owne heads out of the. collar, 
and leaue others to endure thewhole brunt of the batcell 
and danger, Such white-liuerd Souldiers are fir to take 
the Salmacida ſpolia which © Cicero ſpeakes of; ſpoiles 
which are obtained fixe ſanguine & ſudore: if victorie will 
come of it ſelfe without paines or peril it hal be welcome; 
if not,they loue not to contend for it, 
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- Anening. Hence obſerue we, that Seducers are of 4 


ranenons diſpoſition. In which very reſpeRt they = 
alſo 
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alſo compared vnto Wolues, in the words of my Text. 


had a great gift inlooking farre into the natures of the 
creatures) that the Wolfe of all other beaſts is the moſt 
rauenous. © One faith (making it a wonder)the tender 
Lambe is ſhaken out of the greedy teeth of the Woolfe : 
deſcribing the Woolfe as a greedy creature. Another faith 
that the Wolfe endures winde and weather, raine an1 
ſtormie tempeſts,and that at midnight, to watch for his 
prey. Thus the poets fing concerning the rauenouſneſſe 
of the Woolfe : and in like manner others write in proſe; 
" P/enie ſaith of the Wolues called Cerwary that they are 
vnſatiable, they can neuer be ſufficed or have enough. 
wm Conradus Geſner (aich of the Wolfe called Circa, that 
hee is ſemper ſamelicus, alwaies hungric. And e-£5fto- 
tle declaring the opinion of all men concerning . the 
Woolfe bath this report 7x 5 auzus pdots bray Tur adiur 
yi Tiras They ſay of Wolues that for hunger ſome times 
they will eate the very carth ; yea, the Woolfe beares ra- 
venouſnefle in the very forchead of his etymologie : for 
the word ayxze5,commonly vied for a Woolfe:cither comes 
of the Greeke Theame auxia, which ſignifies dilantio, to 
reare in peeces,or of the Hebrew root 5+ which ſignifieth 
abſorbeo., to ſwallow downe : both importing gree- 
dinefle; | . ' 
And hereticall ſeducers are like vnto 'Wolues in this 
reſpe : being commonly ſuch as hunger after worldly 
gaine, according to that in Rom.16.18. they that are ſuch 
ſerue not our Lord leſus Chriſt, but their awne bellies. And 


| ſuchalſo as thirſt after the bloud of ſoules, compaſſing 


Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte, Mat.23.15- 

Which may ſerue to teach vs : Firft, that the defire of 
winning of ſoules is not alwayes the marke of a true Mini- 
fter,a falſe Propher may hunger and thirſt to winne ſoules 
to his owne faRion, bur  fincere defire to gaine ſoules 
to Chriſt, and to his truth; this js a badge of a true 
Shepheard. 


And it is famouſly noted by Heathen Phyloſophers (who | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, this may ſerue to forewarte Gods children 
to looke to themſelues the more carefully, and ro commit 
themſelues the more feruently by prayer daily ro Gqds 
ſpeciall proteRion,conſidering their deliruRtion is ſo gree- 
ded after by many rauenous ſeqducers. 

Thirdly, it muſt each vs that ſtill remaine in the truch 
vnſtrangled by the rauenous We lues of the time, to blefſe 
God for it : and to ſay of our ſpirituall deliverance as the 

Church faith of her corporall, in Plalme 1 24. it it had nor 
beene the Lord who was on our fide : now may Iſrael ſay, 
if it had not beene the Lord who was on our fide, when 
men roſe vp ag int vs;-—then they had ſwallowed vs vp 
quicke ; bur bleſſed be the Lord who hath not giuen vs 
asa prey to their teeth. 

Thus much for the intent of the Text,or of the Text in 
generall, The Extent followerh. 


The occafion of all which followeth, 


Ho which followeth was added becauſe an order of 
ſubmiſſion or recantation was enioyned by the moſt 
reverend Father in God, the Lord Archbiſhop of Ca#- 
terbgrie his grace, and other his Maicfties Commiſſioners 
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Ecclef3ſticall vito one [obs Hetheringeon, late of the Ci- 
tic of Weftminſtcr,and now of Putn 
Surrie, tobe performtd by him the ſame day this Sermon | 
was preached at Pax: Crofle, being the eleauenth day of | 
February, Anno 1627. when it was ordered that tlie (aid * 


Hetherinrton vpon Sonday the 11. day of February ſhould | | 


before the beginning of the Sermon at Paxls Crofle come | 
within the wall there juſt before the Pulpir, and there | 
ſtand before the Preacher, bare-faced and bare-headed in 
ſome eminent place, where.hee might be beſt ſeene and 
heard of the Congregation aſſembled during the whole 
time of the Sermon, having a paper on his breaſt expreſ- 


fog hisoffence in theſe words ; for ſtandalizing the whole 
F Church 
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Church of England,in ſaying it u no true (burch of Chriſt, 


and publiſhing other erromous opinions, proceeding from 
that ill ground : for the which cauſe he was enioyned this 
acknowledgement. 

Whereas I /ohn Hetherington and by the depoſitions 
of ſundry witneſſes iudicially conuicted before the Kings 
Maieſties Con.mifſioners appointed for Cauſes Eccleſt- 
afiicall, for that ſince rhe 20. of December 1624, I haue 
maimained and publiſhed, rhat the Church of England as 
it is now by the Law eſtabliſhed, is no true Church of 
Chriſt, and that it teacheth falſe Doctrine, that thre Sab- 
bath day or Sunday, which we commonly call the Lozds 
day, ſince the Apoſtles time wag uf no force,and that cue* 
ry day is a Sabbath as much as that which we call the Sab- 
bath day, the Lords day or Sunday : that the Bookes of 
E/dras are and ought to be eſteemed part of the Canoni- 
call Scripture : as alſo.to haue vſed reproachfull words to 
and of the Miniſters of the Church of England, and of 
their calling. And further, whereas it Nanderh proued a- 
gain( me, that being by trade a Boxmaker about five or 
fix yeeres fince I gaue ouer my ſaid trade, and frequented 
priuate Conuenticles, by the Lawes of this Realme pro- 
hibited, taking vpon me within the time articulared to be 
the chiefe Speaker and to inſtruct others, not being of 
wine owne familie in points of DoAarine, and matters of 
faith, giuing expoſitions contrary to the receiued opinions 
of this our Church of £»g/a24,and in'defence of ſuch Con- 
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uenticles haue ſaid or writ that Ceſar may command a | 
place inpublike, ſoas he forbid none in priuate. As alſo | 
that I haue bin of opinion with the Familifts touching the | 
perfeR puritie of the ſoule, with ſome other erronious 0» | 
pinions mentioned iu the proofes, For the which I haue | 
bin impriſoned bythe order of his Maieſties Commiſſio- | 
ners Eccleſiaſticall, and haue beene enjoyned to make this | 


my publike Recantation or ſubmiſſion here this day, I doe 
therefore before you all here preſent from my heart re. 
nounce, abjure, and diſclaime all the ſaid opinions as er- 
ronious 
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enioyned onto John Hetherington. © = 


- ronious and ſchiſmaricall, and doe promiſe from hence- 


forth not to entermeddle in the keeping or frequenting of 
any priuare Conuenticles or exerciſes of Religion by the 
Lawes of this Realme prohibited : but to conforme my 
ſelfe in all things to the DoRtrine and Diſcipline of the 
Church of £ng/and, as a member of that Church wirhoue 
diſturbing the peace and vnitie thereof, and doe blefſe 
and praiſcGod,that as a member of the ſaid Church I may 
freely ioyne with the Parochiall Congregations, where [I 
ſhall refide in the hearing of Divine Seruice ſaid, Gods 
word Preached, and in the participation of the holy and 
bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper rightly and duly | 
adminiſtred, and inall other religious duties. For the 

due performance whereof I doe here giue my faichfull pro- 

miſe : and that I may fo doe, I defire you all bere preſence | 
to joyne with me in ſaying the Lords prayer ; Omr Father 

which art in heauen, &c. 
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The Seuerall kinds of Myſticall 


Wolues breeding in ENGLAND, 
(*%,*) 


Ou haue heard inthe generall handling of the Text, 

} of diſguiſed and palliated Wolues-: but becauſe, 
as a< Poet ſaitheruely, things heard with the care, 
oftentimes leaue lelſe impreſſion behinde them then 
things ſcene with the eye, Therefore I will now eadeuour 
in the more particular Application of that which hath 
beene ſpoken; to ſhew you,or to preſent before your eyes, 
ſuch a very Woolfe as our Saviour ſpeakes of in my Text. 
I confeſſe a © learned Writer faith, which might feeme a 
Paradox, Null; ſunt Lupi in Anglia, that wee hauc no 


Wolues in England : but for the true vnderſtanding of | 


that Author, we muſt neceſſarily diſtinguiſh of Wolues : 
there be naturall Wolues and myſticall Wolues : con- 
cerning natural! Wolues (and of them he ſpeakes) he re- 
porteth truely tothe world of our Nation, that wee haue 


none of them ordinarily breeding among vs : but concer- . 


ning myſticall Wolues, it is quite otherwiſe : in that 
ſen 


duce all ro blindnefle and ſuperſtition againe, as appeares 
by the helliſh Gunpowder-plot never robe torgotren, in 


the yeere 1605. and other defignes of theirs : wee haye .| 
Arminian Wolues , which make a bridge berweere vs | 
' " Horat oped. 15. | 


and Popery, endeuouting in ſome points to reconcile the 
Wolues and the Lambes : whichthe very Heathen » Po- 
ets being reaſonable men, baue judged an impoſſible raske: 

[1 we 


e, mult: ſunt Lupi in Anglia, we haue many Wolues ' 
in England, we haue Popiſh Wolues which hauc ſought | 
by all poſſible meanes both by force and flatterie, to re. | 


| 


i 
i 


animes demſſa 
per aurem qui. 
que ſunt oculis 
commi(ſa fideli» 
bus, 

© Horat de art 
Peet, 4 
* Sebaſl. Munſon: 
lib.2.de inſul 
B-yt. 


— 


, dum pecor: Ln- / 
* pus 1nfeſtus evit, 


Segmus uritanty 


being put ſor 
ſemper. 
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Vulgares theols- 
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' The extent of the Text. 


we haue Anabaptifticall Wolues, which iumpe with the 
Arminiaos in conditionall eleQion ypon foreſcene faith or 
workes, in denying the doAQrine of reprobation in the 
true ſenſe thereof, in Irene Ne YI redemption 


fall of all ſorts, in maintaining the doctrine of free-will, 


in defending and pleading for falling from grace, or the 
totall Apoſtacy of Saints,&c. 

Fourthly, T would we had not Roſey.croſſe-Wolues 
which curne Diuinity into phanſies, & idle ſpeculations of 
their own braine efteeming text-men,or ſuch as endeauour 
to keepeto the naturall ſenſe of Scripture(not daring to 
make an allegorie in a Text where the ſpirit of God deſires 
to be ynderſtood without an allegorie) to bee vulgar Di- 
uines, as they inculcate in ſome of their phanfifull bookes ; 
boaſting alſo of their ability ro worke ſuch miracles as 1 
ſhould tremble to name : but becauſe they doe this more 


privately ; being either aſhamed, or affraid it ſhould come | 


tolight, I paſſe it by for the preſent ; there may be further 
occaſion heereafter giuen vnto ſome to lay them open,that 
others may beware of them : Laſtly, I would wee had not 
Familifticall Wolues, and that of diuers ſorts, as firſt,Fa- 
milifts of the Caſtalian order which difſent from our do- 
Arine,and oppole it in every ſyllable thereof, and = like 
notorious Hypocrites,if they be neuer ſolittle queſtioned, 
will make ſhew by outward ſeeming conformity , as 
though they did highly approue the doAtrine of our 
Church, and were ready-p K. to defend the ſame : which 
hold alſo that the Law of God may bee perfeRtly fulfilled 
by men in this world , which tearme themſclues Eagles, 
Angels, and Arch-angels : which hope in a ſhort time to 
be inſpired with light and illumination, as farre as ever 
Pal or any of the Prophets were : which allegorize the 
places of Scripture concerning Chriſt, dreaming onely of a 
ſanRifying Chriſt, and abhorring aiuſtifying Saujour; ex- 
peRting ſaluation indeed by their own- works:holding that 


-| Turkes & Pagans may be ſaued as well as any other ifthey 


live well, though they hadneuer heard of Chriſt: if their 
| be 
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be any of this fation ill remaining, I wiſh them ſpeedily , 
to — for otherwiſe God no doubt will in perm 
uer them, notwichſtanding all their ſhifts and hypocriſies. 

Secondly, I would we had not Gringltonian Familifts 
in the North parts of England, which hold : 

Ficſt, that the Scripture is but for nonices. 

Secondly, that the Sabbath is to bee obſerued but as a 

LeRture day, . 

Thirdly, that to pray for pardon of finne, after one is 
aſlured of Gods loue, is. to offer Chriſt againe, , 

Fourthly, rhat their ſpiric is not to bee tryed by the 
Scripture, bur the Scripture by their ſpirit. 

Fifthly, that we muſt not now goe by moriues but by 
morions. p 

Sixthly, that when God comes to dwell in a man, he ſo 
fills the ſoule, that chere is no moreluſting, 

Scuenthly,that they ſee no reaſon why Miniſters ſhould 
ſpeake againſt che finnes of the wicked, ſeeing the 
wicked man canne doe nothing but finne, 

Eighthly, which boaſt and thanke God, that they haue 
calt off praying in their Fanulies, repeating of Ser- 
mons and ſuch like long agoe. 

Ninthly, which ſcoffe ac ſuch as make Conſcience of 
words, with many other pernitious points. 

Thirdly, 1 would wee had not Familifs in the Moun- 
taines, which ſay, that they naue quite vanquiſhed the 
diuel, that they are pure from all finne, and chart they 
are never ſo much as tempted to doubt of their ſpirituall 
eftace, Fourthly, I would we had nor Familiſts of the Val- 
lyes which bring in their damnable doQtrine with faire pre- 
tences of weeping, of Gghing, of lifting vp the eyes to hea- 
uen, of patience, of a ſmooth carryage and the like, 1 | 
would we had not Familiſts of the ſcattered flocke, which 
ſeduce by pretending themſelues to bee of them which 
feare the Lord when they are nothing lefſe. I would wee 
had not Familiſts of Caps his order and of other rankes : 
but amongſt the reft of theſe myſticall Wolues , there 


hath 


A——_— 


_— ”_— — 


by Ariſtot.lib.8.4e 
* | Hiſt. animal.c.y. 


4 '® [In urbem per 
1 famem impude- 


| | tiffumus accedt, 


V; % _ 4 - A 
wt db. wt _— 


> 
- 


hath beene diſcouered of late ro his Maieftics High Com=- 
miſſion-Court, a notable cloſe-deuouring Wookfe, one 
Iobn Hetherington a Boxc-maker,, whom 1 inay juſtly 
tearme a Woolte (according tothetitle giuen to ſeducers 
in my Text) in reſpe& of his pernitious doctrine, being 
the Teacher to a great number of FaRtious perſons about 
this City : and he may ficly be compared to the Woolfe 
Glanes, © bs Sighver o3s arIpuT us which ſeckes to prey vp- 
on men: orto the Woolte Circus, which in the cold time, 
when the Mountaines are couered with ſnow, will impu- 
dently enter incothe very City to. feeke for his prey, as 
© Geſner recordeih: even ſo this myſticall Woolfe vieth 
to prey vpon men,as appeares by the multitude of Schil. 
maticall perſons whom he hath ſeduced; yea,he is growne 
ſo impudenr, tharhe is entred into this famous City, to 
ceaze vpon his prey there, although he know there be vi- 
gilanc Paſtors in it, able rorefilt him, 

But that I may proceed methodically in that which I 
haue further to write, I will confine the remainder to 
three heads: 2:2. | 

1- Matter of Diſcouerie. 
2. Matter of Confutatien. 
3- Matter of Admonition. 

Concernine Matter of Diſcouerie; I confeſſe I haue an 
hard. taske, for who ſhall make men beleeue they ſee a 
Woolfe, when outwardly in the skinne, there appeares 
onely the reſemblance of a filly innocemt ſheepe : bur I 
hope I haue to deale with a prudent age of men(qui ex 
vngue Leonem) which haue learned to know a Lyon, if 
they ſee but one of his pawes: now I will endeuour to 
diſcouer this cloſe Se&tary foure waijes : _ 

1. By the Oathes of honeſt Witneſſes. 

2. By his owne erroneous Bookes. 

3» By comparing him with antient Heretickes. 
4. By applying vnto him the words of my Text. 


The | | 
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| and diſcipline of the Church of England now by law eſta- 


The firſs Diſcouery of lohn Hetherington, 
which is by the oathes of bones 
Witneſſes, 


This man axe iZ dy3pere yeredGe being metamorpho« 
ſed or changed from a man toa Woolfe,as © Plats ſpeakes 
of a Tyrant, was diſcouered to the forenamed Honourable 
Court,and teſtified againft ypon the oathes,not of Knights 


.| of the Poſt, but of many honeſt conſcionable men, againſt 


whoſe perſons or ſayivgs, Hetherington himſefe the party 
defendant did propound no manner of exceptions z not- 


| withſtanding hee had ſufficient time allowed him by the 


Court, nor ever ſo much as offered to except againſt them 
in any Legall courſe : by the teſtimonies of theſe vntainted 
Witneſſes, which were not a few, and whereof two were 
Miniſters of good note, it appeared and was proued, 

Firſt, that the ſaid Hetherington hauing beene by trade 
a Boxe-maker, caſt off his trade,and berooke himlelfe to 
be an interpreter of the Scripture to many perſons, not of 
bis owne Family, keeping private Conuenticles by the 
Lawes of this Realme prohibited, in the which Conuenti- 
cles: hee tooke ypon bim to bee the chieſe ſpeaker, and in- 
ſtruftor in points of dorine, and matters of Faith , gi- 
uing many interpretations coritrary to- the -receiued Te- 
nets taught and held in the Church of England, 

Secondly, that he hath maintained and publi ſhed, that 
the Church of Englaid is no erue Church of Chrift; char 
it teacheth falſe doftrine, having vſed alſo many reproach- 
full ſpeeches ro, and of the Reuerend Minter. of our 
Church, whereby hee hath withdrawne many from the 
Church of England to his owne FaQtion. 

Thirdly,chat he is a man diſaffeRted tothe gouernement | 
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bliſhed, and agreeth in _— with the SeR of the Fa- 
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© Epiſt. Athanaſ. 


ad Aniocb. 
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of his worthy Commiſſioners in wel. doing. 


miliſts and other SeRaries : holding with the Familiſts 
the perfeR purity of the ſoule. . 

' Fourrhly, that fnce the ewentieth of December, 1623. 
bee hath maintained, and publiſhed, char che Sabbath 
fince the Apoſtles time was of no force; and that every 


day is a Sabbath, as much as that which we call the Lords 
day, or Sonday. . | 

Fifthly,that he holdeth and m1intaineth, that the books | 
of Eſdras are part of the Canonicall Scripture, and that 
they ought fo to be eſteemed. 

For the which his erroneous opinions and Schiſmatical! 
cartiage tending to the difturbance of the peace of the 
Church, and to the ſeducing of many billic ſoules, the 
Cour adjudged him to be a dangerous SeRary, and one 
that was well worthy to bee reſtrained and puniſhed, and 
amongſt the reſt of the puniſhmems laid vpon him, this 
was one; thac hee ſhould publikely recanc his errors at 
Paxls Crofſe ; wherein the ſentence of chat Honourable 
Court, is like to the cenſure of the Church ypon Schiſma- 
tickes in the daies of Athaneſine, in the which time, as ap- 
peares by © one of his Epiſtles,jf any did fall or reuolc from 
the Church to Arianiſme, and afterwards repenting him- 
ſelfe of his reuolt defired ro be reconciled to the Church 
2paine, amongſt the reſt of his puniſhments, enioyned him 
by the Church for his Apoſtacie, this was one : that hee 
ſhould publikely To eya I uectTiCOn Tay dptrceryy ainow re 
nounce, or make a Recantation of bis Arian herefhe. For 
this worthy Sentence, all Gods ſeruants in this City, 
haue great cauſeto glorifie God ; yea, I hope alſo his Ma- 
iefly will cake ſpecial! notice of it for the encouragement 
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The ſecond Diſcouerie of Tohn Hethe- 
rington, which #s by his 
Bookes, 


Come we now tothe ſecond Diſcouerie, which is by | Hetheriogrons 


his Bookes, The ſaid Hetherington and his FaQtious com- 
pany, haue certaine Bookes wherewith they doe vually 
ſeduce and withdraw men and women from the Church 
of England : and theſe ſeducing Bookes are of two ſorts, 
either ſuch as were made by Hetherington himſelte (for it 
is rue which Horace faith, ſcribinm indotti dottiqne poee 
muta paſſim, ignorant idiots in our dajes will bee writing 
Bookes as well as the Learned) or ſuch as were made by 
his predeceſſor, 7. Z. who was as it ſeemes the ringlea- 
der of this fatious company before Hetheringron : for let 
vs take notice of this, for certainety that when any Setma- 
ter dies, or leaueth a place, either among(t Anabaptiſts, 
or Familiſts, another ordinarily ſucceeds him in the mini- 
ration to vphold the faction. 

The firſt Booke written by Hetherington himſelte, is 
that againſt one Smrth an Anabapriſt, wherein vader a 
colour of writing againit Anabaptilts, he broacheth - (bur 
very cunningly) his owne familiſticall errors. 

In this Booke againſt Smith,printed in whe yeere,y610, 
he cunningly coucheth many dangerous errors : to name 
but ſome of them for breuity ſake. 

At page 1.he acknowledgerh no other Church bur chat 
which conſiſts of living ſtones, meaning by his Church-of 
living ſtones, his owne fatious Company, as all Schiſma- 
tickes ynderftand none but themſelues, whenſocuer they 
fpeake of the true Church of Chrilt. 


- Secondly;vnto this fanfred:Chucts be a ppropriazethxhe 


power of the keyes, page 2.65. falſly inrerpreting'rhar. in | 
CMat.18.1 7, tell the Church, that'is, ſaith he, artpage 74. / 
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tell it to thoſe little ones borne of God : whereas it is 
meant, that we ſhould tell the Gouernours of the Church 
| whihare jo place and authority, wether they bee regene- 
ratc or ynregenerate. 

Thirdly, at page 7.8. he arrogatethto his Church the 
knowledge of infallibility in judging concerning the 
members of the ſame. 

Fourthly, at page $1. $2. hee faith, that C/ar may 
command a place in publike, ſo he doe forbid none in pri- 
uate : wherein hee ſpeaketh cunningly for the liberty of 
Conuenticles, as I thinke any which know him willeafily 
diſcerne. 


. | by < Franciſco Venerns a ve 


Fifchly, at page $6. he ſaith, the Pope hath his power 
rom God, and that he muſt be obeyed ; wherein hee d1[- 
couereth his notorious Hypocrihe : as being ready if 0c- 
caſion were offcred to mr outwardly to Antichriſt 
himſelfe. 

Sixthly, at page 88, 89. © hee ſcemes cunningly to 
teach his Proſclytes not to ſcruple at outward circumeifi- 
on if occaſion be offered, nor at fitting in the Idols Tem 
ple (bee would fay poſſibly, if hee durſt, at going tothe 
Maſſe) abuſing that in 2 X'sxgs 5.19. wherethe Propher 
bids Vaamas the Syrian goe in peace, as though hee had 
bid him goe in peace to the houſe of Rimmon : whereby 
it may appeare, what this man and his Proſelytes would 
doc if Circumciſion were vrged vpon them by the Tucke, 
or going to the Maſle by the Pope : and indeed ſome of 
his Profelyces haue beene obſerued to ſay, that if hee 
were at Rome hee would joyne with_them thefgaſſoone 


as with yg heere-: many other. pernitious errors are 
couched in this Booke againſt Smirh, by cunning intima= 


tions which none ſhall ordinarily vnderſtand (though they 
reade the Booke) but onely his ſeduced Proſelyres, which 
are ſecretly acquainted with his myſtery : it is obſerued 
tearned Writer concernin 

Aviſtotle,that he wrote his naturall Philoſophy with char 


' | art, that none ſhould vnderftand the precepts thereof, ſane | 
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The ſecond Diſcouerie;t5c, 
onely they which were his Schollers, and ymto whom hee 
himſelfe would youchſafe to interpret them, John Hethe- 
rington is like AriFotle in this reſpeR, not for learning, 
bur for cunning : none ſhall fully ynderftand all his ertors 
bur ſuch idiots as are his Proſelyres. 

The ſecond Booke written by Herherington(as he him + 
ſelfe ſaith) is that which was ſer forth in the name of one 
Edmund Te/op, called the diſcouery of the errors of the A- 
__ Wherein by the way) /eſop deſerues no ſmall 
rebuke, for whereas at chat time he made a ſhew of tur- 
ning fromthe Anabaptiſts to the Church of England, bee 
turned not to vs but to Hetheringroxs fation, and conſpi- 
red wich him about the making of this erroncous Booke; 
howbeic by his hypocriticall ſeeming roturne, he reaped 
no {nall gaine to bimſelfe, as it is well knowne. Bur to 
tet him pafſ:, and to come to the errors of the Booke. 

In this Booke at page 3, he confouudeth Reprobation 
andDamnation, making the foreſight of mans folly and 
wickedneſle tobe the cauſe why God preordaines any to 
condemaation, 

Secondly, at page 18. hee affirmeth that the Golpell 
hath bin declared to the Gents/les in former times, an1 is 
declared at this preſent in dwers parts of the world, onely 
by the workes of creation, wherein he teacherth cunningly 
that pernicious point,*expreſly maintained by him and his 
followers in their private Conuenticles, 2:z. that a man 
may be ſaued without Chriſt reuealed inthe word, by the 
meere contemplation of the creatures : abuſing that in 
Rom.10.18. which ſpeakes of ſuch a preaching by the 
creatures, which leaues men Without excuſe, not which is 
ſufficient ro faluation. 

Thirdly, at Page 48. hee cunningly coucheth a point 
which is maintained by him and his fattious company ; to 
wit, that the-ſoule of man comes ex rraduce, that is, that 
it is traduced from Adams as well as the body, and that it 
is.aot immediately iofuled of God into this or that parti» 


cillar body. 
G 3 Fourthly, 
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The ſecond Diſcourie, V'c, 


Fourchly,at Page 6 2 .h2 ſpeaketh diſhonorably of Bap- 
tiſme ; for hee ſaith, at can men haue leſſe then Bap- 
ti/me, which can gine to 10 man more then an ontward 
name of a Chriſfian, as ' Circumciſion did the outward 
name of a lew,it doth neither conferre nor confirme grace 
to the heart of any, n2 more then Circumciſion did, And 
in his former Booke at pag. 13. hee ſpeaketh contempru- 
ouſly of Baptiſme, tearming ic elementiſh baptiſme. And 
indeede it is apparant to them which know and are ac- 
quainted with his opinions, that hee holds no other Bap- 
tiſme to be of any vertue, bur that which he cals the Bap=- 
tizing in a thouſand teares, in his former Booke at page 
x4: allegorizing the Sacrament, as the reſt of the famj- 
liſts doe. And herein appeares the hypocrilic of this fa- 
ion, they will ſubmit to yſe_ our Sacraments, and to 
come to our Churches, and yer hae themin plaine con-' 


rempr. \ 


Fifily, whereas at page 89. he condemnes the Familiſts 
of H, N;, his order as the moſt blaſphemous and errone- 
ous Sect this day in the world. I anſwer, all this ze may 
doc and yer remaine a notorious Familift himſelfe of ano- 


ther order: for as it is amongſt the Anabapriſts, ſo itis al- ; 


ſo amoneſt the Familifts : there be divers orders of them, 
and they doe mutually hate and oppoſe one another. The 
Familiſts of the' Cata/50x order deſpiſe them of Caps 
his order, accounting chem fimple men; and they of Caps 
his order fauour not them of Hetheringrons order , 
and they of Hetheringtons order gnaſh their teeth again 
all but their owne faction. 

Saxrly, at pag. 19T. he deliuers a ſtrange paradox,-viz, 


that Sathan himſelfe with all his Angels and ſpirits of wic- 


kednefle, by force of their rorments ſhall be compelled 
with all powers, people and kings whatſocuer, to confeſle 
&:bow before Chrift,ro terue and obey him,to praiſe and 
magnifie him, bis Juſtice and Mercy for cuer, abuſing chat 
phacein Philip.2.10,1r. which proucs not that euer hell 
ſhall be made a Chappell to praiſe God in, Thus fooliſh 

| and 
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be ſecond Diſcowerie, &c. 


and ignorant men will take vpon them to be teachers of 


Divinitie, being vnſcene in the very grounds thereof: much |" 


like to preſuryptuous Quackſaluers , which take vpon 
them to be great Chirurgians and Phyſicians, being vn- 
grounded in the art of Surgerie and Phyficke : and fo in- 
Read of curing men,doe indeede kill them. 

There be moreouer other Books whereby this Sc doe 
ſeduce, written by 7. L. Hetheringtons predeceſſor; to 
wit, Firſt, the Epiſtle tothe Church of Rome. Secondly, 
the tree of regeneration. Thirdly,an Expofition vpon the 
11,1 2,13. Chapters of the Rewe/ation. Fourthly,the Key of 
Daxid, and ſome other. 

Concerning the Epiſtle pretended to be written tothe 
Church of Rewe. It is ſaid in the Preface of .it; that this 
Booke deſeruerh as well to be regarded, as the belt newes 
that ever thou haſt heard : now the beſt newes that cuer 


| we haue heatd as we know is the Goſpellz and I appeale 
tothe conſciences of this factious company, whether they 


haue nor in contempr all writings ſince the Apofles time 
in compariſon of T. L. his writings ; yea, whether they 
doenotequalize them to the very Scripture ic ſelfe, ac- 
counting T. L. a great Prophet. 

In this Booke of his, at page 16. the Author ſolemnly 
proteſieth thac hee knew not any one after the fleſh that 
takech part with him , wherein hee ſheweth himſeltc a 
notorious fationift, in thinking. himfelfe #lone , in-the 


my 


| 
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dayes of the libertie of the Goſpell. Secondly, altbough- | 
this railing Epile be pretended anely ro be written co | 
the Church of Rome, yerit is intended alfo againſt our | 


| Church, as ir doth manifeſtly appeare by his girding ar ' 


Huffites, Lutherans, Caluiniſts, Euangelifts, Proteſtants, | 
and Preciſians, at pag.108, and by bis girding at falſe re- | 
formed Prophers at.page 69. wherein hee cunningly in- | 


meth inthe tr:e of regeneration, at Pag- 20. fooliſh and ir- 
reformed © reformers. Thirdly, in this Epiſtle ,to- the 
Church of Rome, at pag. 113. The Author faith when hee 

wrote 


| ueigheth agaihft all reformed Churches whom he tear- | HARLEY 
' © Hetherington | 


' are well hnowne 
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and bis company 
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to deſpiſe all 
churches in the | 
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436. to dedicate one of his Bookes to that Queene 
of 


' Firſt, ro intimate himſelfe tobe a Prophet, at pag. 2» Se- 


ancient Heretickes or Sectaries,that Hetherington 


———— ts —" 


wrote this Epiſtle, that he was in Babylon, and yet he liu- 
edin Englerd in Queene Elizaberhs time, yea hee was fo 


amous memory, expreſſing his name onely by ewo let- 
ters T.L, left the Purſeuant ſhould finde him our. I thinke 
I doe not gueſſe amiſſe at his meaning : and what was this, 
but to call our Church Baby/on, in the very times of the 
Goſpell. Fourthly, at pag. 86, hee ſaith come forth yee 
theeues and murderers out of your dennes and palaces : if 
he were now alive, I would demand of him whom hee 
meanes by his theeues and murderers in palaces, 
As for his ſecond Booke called the Tree of Regenerati- 
on : the ſcope of it is as his aime is inthe reſt of his Bookes, 


condly, to reuile the publike meetings of the Church or 
the Congregations, and by this meanes to withdraw men 
from them, at pag.18.19. Thirdly,to reproech the Mini- 
ſters which come to preferment inthe Church by the fa- 
uour of Princes, tearming them the Sonnes of Beoy, at 
pag. 26. Fourthly, cunningly to gird at the prerogatiue 
of Kings, with the which hee faith, ſome are drunken : 
at pag. 23» * | 

I will not further inſiſt ypon any more of his Bookes, 
but confidering how many haue bin already ſeduced b 
them ; hundreds by report, -I cannot doe lefſe then wi 
(tendring the ſafetic of the Church) that they were deuo- 
ted tothe fire, like thoſe bookes of witchcraft or of curi- 
oas arts ſpoken of in At.g.19. 


__— 


The third Diſcouerie of Tohn Hethe- 
rington, Which is by comparing 
him with antient Seftaries, 


I finde by that which Saint A»ga/tine hath —_— 
in 
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/ third ; Diſcous ef | 
in opinion with divers of them: a Firſt, with che Gno» _ 


ſickes in an high conceit of his owne KnoWIerR for as 

they did glory in that name, as though they had beene the 
| onely Ginoskites or knowing men in the world, euen fo 

this man is the E14as left alone, the Miniſters of England in 
compariſon of him are blinde guides, not able to interpret 
one place of Scripture aright, if wee may belecue his Pro- 
ſclytes which fo boalt of him,as was depoſed againk ſome 
of them in Courrt,or his owne practice in taking vpon him 

(as was alſo proued) to deliuer in bis Conuenticles many 
contrary things to the receiued opinions in the Church of 
England, oppofing- his owne priuate conceits againſt the 
iudgement of the whole Church, 

Secondly, with the Catharilts and Touinianiſts which 
held,that a man cannot fin (Lawacro regenerationss accep- 
to) after he bee onceRegenerared, euen ſothis man holds 
” perfe& purity of the ſoule as was prooued againſt 

im, 

Thirdly, with the Manicheans, which held &aprs/anit 
in aqua nihil cuiquam ſalutis afferre, even (o this man 
holds, that Baptiſme neither confers, nor confirmes grace 
to the heart of any as hath beene demonſtrated before out 
of his booke, ſet our in the name of 7e/op one of his faRtious 
Proſelytes, at page 6r. 

Fourthly, with the Mathematici,, yhich zeceived the 
| Apocrypha as well as the Canonicall Scripture,bur allego- 
rized and peruerted both for their owne turnes, cuen ſo 
this man makes ſhew to receiue the Scripture, yea, to re. 
ceiue alſo ſome of the Apocrypha for Canonicall, as hath 
been prooued againſt him:buc how he peruerteth both for 
the maintenance of his owne faRious opinions, is manifeſt | 
in his erroneous bookes or Pamphlets, 

Fifthly, with the V adiani c#/{pates epiſcopos dimites,faue on- 
ly that he & his faRtious company are more cenſorious then 
they 2 for they onely, blamed rich Biſhops, enuying their 
proſperity, bur theſe both Biſhops and Curates, affirming 


Prottred | 


as bach beene depoſed againſt them, that Biſhops and Mi- 
H 


niflers | 
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niſters as they are conſecrated in the Churchof England, 6 
are not fo much as members of rhe Church. 
Sixthly, with the Elceſcitz, which held fidem 5x perſcu- 
£ tione eſſe negandams & in corde ſernuandam,that a man,if he 
were perlecured for his Faith,n.ight lawfully denie it, pro- 
vided that hee kept it Rill in his heart : and doth not the 
Hetherigronian faction agree vnto this ? Did not Hethe- 
rington call God to witnelle, that he was ſree from ſuch 0+ 
injons as were laid to his charge, I with him to remem- a=, 
wt what he hath written, or ſaid to this purpoſe, and ef- 
pecially his letter which he wrote to a great man in this 
Kingdome for hisenlargement : indeed ir is true, he will 
ſceme to maintaine ſome ot bis erroneous opiniors to this 
day,but 1 wiſh for his own good,that it were not rather to 
inrich himſclfe in the Priſon by drawing mony from his 
numerous multitude of Proſelytes, as ſome other beſides 
himſelfe haue beene knowne ro doe. then for any conſci- 
ence he makes of denying what he holds : I might compare 
this man with many other SeQtaries, mentioned by Irene- 
x 


— 


us, Euſebius, Epiphanins, and other Fathers which write 
of Hererickes : but I ſtudy breuity. 


The fourth Diſcouery of Tohn Hethe- 
rington, which is by the Appli- | 
cation of the Text, 


In the laſt place, this man may be much diſcouered by 
the right Application of my Text. For firſt he is a Woolfe 
in the ſenſe of my Text. Secondly, hee comes in ſheepes 
cloathing : that he is'a Woolfe in the ſenſe of my Text, is 
manifeſt to all that know him inrus + 5n cute : for Firlt, 
he deales gently with his Proſelyres ar the firſt drawing 
them into lighter errors (although I muſt needs fay, 1 
know no oneerror that he holds which is fimply lighe)but 
| | | afterwards like a raucning Woolfe,he teares their ſoules in 
| pieces 
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pieces by bringing them by bis ſpirituall inchantments,to 
deſpiſe the Church, to reie& the publicke Miniſtery, or at 
the leaſt to ceaſle to eſteeme and beleeue it, to have the 


Lords Day in contempr, to caſt off holy duties in private | 


Families and the like ; all this is very well knowne in the | 


Cirie, to ſuch as dce bur know his followers. 


Secondly, hee is very dull to vnderſtand the truth, for ' 


who is more blockiſh then he which is ignorant, and yet 


ſcornes to be taught: bur he is very quick-ſ1ghred to finde | 
out cunning euaſtons and ſubcill equiuocations to hide his 


pernitious errors if poſſivly he may from the eye of autho- 


| Tity; this Tam perlwaded prudent men before whom he 


hath beene conuented,doe partly difcerne, beſides others 
which haue conucrſed with him and his faRtious com- 
anie, 

Thirdly, as a Woolfe begets a Woolfe, ſo this ſeQary 
where he preuailes with any man or woman, to make 
them his Proſelytes, hee makes them like vnto bimſelfe : 
will he equiuocate? fo will they : will hee traduce good 
Minifters and good people terming them purirans 
though they be conformable? ſo will they : will he ſeeke 
to ſeduce? pl will they : I may well ſpeake this by experi- 
ence, conſidering that many render-conſcienced Chrifti- 
ans in my Pariſh haue beene tampered with by theſe ſedu- | 
cing fellowes, and ſollicited to Hetheringrons Conuenti- 
clez: wherefore, as it was once feined concerning /rpiter, 
yiug TixTu $eG5, that hee begat new Gods as © one of the 
Greeke Poets hath jt, $o it may bee ſaid concerning He. 
therington without fiftion, rus 7ixTu Srafines, he begers 
new Proſelytes, which quickly turne traducers of the 
Church,ifnot worle then lo, 

Secondly, he comes in ſheepes cloathing : for Firſt hee 
comes with quotations of Scripture to maintaine pernici- 
ous errors, witneſſe kis bookes. Secondly, he comes with 
Aattering words, pretending to tender mens ſoules and 
the like ; witneſſe many which haue beene aſſaulted by 


him or by his followers. Thirdly, he' comes with lincy- 
H 2 woolfic 
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woollie bookes,ſuch as ſauour of ſome ſeeming deuotion, 
but conteining dangerouserrors cloſely couched, Fourth 
ly, he comes in the whole outſide of a Chriſtian; there is 
nothing 2 true Chriſtian hath indeed, bur theſe fellowes 
to ſetue their owne turne can haue it in ſhew,they can ſigh, 
and weepe & humble themſclues, and make ſhew of ſome 
Ciuill vertues,&c, bur all this is ioyned with pernitious cr- 


rors of judgement and ſchilme,Fifthly,he barh his ſheepes | 


cloathing alſo, wherewith co deceive authority, viz. his 
falſe recriminations, his feined ſubmiſſions, his hypocriti- 
call equiuocations,his ſhamelcſſe denyals, wich many ſuch : 
if any (hail defire to be further ſatisfied concerning Hethe- 
rington and his fatious company, ler him but enquire a» 
mongſt honelt Religious Citizens, and hee ſhall not onely 
finde this little which I ſay true of them, but much 
more, 

And thus I haue endeuoured to ſhew you.this Woolfe 
in his owne $xinne. I pray God diſcoucr him further for the 
ſafety of his Church : and thus alſo I hauc done with the 
ficſt thing propounded ; namely, the Diſcoucric. Where« 
in, howſocuer I may ſeeme to vic ſharpneſle in Zeale for 
the Church, yet I am ſure Ihaue mingled no malice, for 1 
never had any particular quarrell againſt him in all wy life 
as he well knoweth : & hauing diſpatched the Ditcouerie, 
it remaineth now according to our Method propounded, 
that we come to matter of Confutation; and heerein I doe 
not meane to inſiſt ypon the refutation of euery dotage 
which he is knowne to hold, for ſo I might bee infinite. I 
will not ſtand to proue againſt him, ther the Church of 
Pngane is a true Church, for this were tohold a candle 


to {ee the Sunne b "which is ſcene ſufficiently by its owne 


light:a chaſte Spoule remaineth an honeſt woman,thous 


neuer ſo many variots reproach her as an harlot, cuen io 
the Church of England, my deare Mother Thall remaine 1 
hope for the future, and is for the preſent a true Church, 
when all pecuiſh Schiſmatickes, Brownilts, Anabaptiſts, 
Familifts and ſuch like, haue ſaid or rayled what they cap 
apainſt 


WA ” _ 


againſt her : neither wil I infiſt ypon his dotage concer- 
ning the perfect purity of the ſoule : that in x Joh.1.8. If 
we [ay we hane not ſinne, we deceine our ſelues : is ſufficient 
to confound whatloeuer hee or his Proſelytes azeableto 
produce tothe contrary, 


But that which we will Ft. The Sabbath. 
ftand vpon ſhall be? z. The Bookes of E/dras. 


The Sabbath day, or that which we callthe Lords day, 
is no more a Sabbath in Hetheringtons opinion then any 
other day, as was proued by the oathes of honeſt men a- 
oainſt bim : whereinlike vnto Faxx, he would blow vp 
all Religion at one blaſt by the Gun-powder of Familiſti- 
call Doctrine, and open a window to all Atheiſme and 
prophanneſſe : for take away the Sabbath, and farrewell 
_all Religion : neither let this equiuocator ſay,that he doth” 
not vtterly denic the morality of the Sabbath, but onely 
that hee holds ic is not to be lo ſtrictly kept as it was a- 


mongſt the Iewes,&c. for it is perfeftly knowne to many 
inthe City, which I hope may eafily be produced if need 
| ſhould require,thar neit her Hetherington nor his followers 
make any conſcience of working in their ordinary trades 
vpon that day, or of buying and ſelling and the like: yea, 
the truth is, as appeares by ſome that haue beene intimate 
with them, and by ſome other that haue beene conuerted 
from them, that where their pernicious doQrine doth pre. 
uaile, ir briogs men or women to a plaine contempt of the 
Sabbath, ro worke ypon that day to deſpight others, yea, 
to © nickname others which make conſcience to keepe 1t 
as was alſo depoſed againſt them : to come therefore to 
that which this dangerous SeEtary maketh a controuerhie, 
viz, to proue the Morality ofthe Sabbath. 


A 


© Tearming them | * 
ſuperſtitions per« | 


ſons, 
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The Morality of the Sabbath proued a- 
gainſt the Seft of the Familiſts, a- 
gainſt Hetherington and other 
Antiſabbatareans, 


TT true Morality of the Sabbath conſiſting not in a 
myſticall reſting from finne as the Famililts pretend, 
bur in celebrating of an appointed day in ſeuen in the 


worſhip and ſeruice of God, may bee demonticated and” 
nes foll 


proued by the arguments following, 


Firſt, from the time when it was firſt inſtituted and 
celebrated and that was in the time of mans innocency be. 


fore any Moſaicall Ceremonie was in vſe, Ger.2. 3.indeed 
inthe Na of innocency, God had giuen vnto Adam the 
Law concerning the Tree of knowledge of good andeuill, 
yet that tree was no Moſaicall Ceremonie, but a Sacra- 
ment, 
| Secondly, from the manner of writing of the fourth 
Commandement at the firft, for it was not written in 
paper or parchment, or ypon leaues of trees, bur in 
Tables of ſtone, as the reſt ofthe tenne Commadements 
were, Denteronomie 10. 1. to fignific the perpetuity 
thereof. 
Thirdly, from Gods owne placing of it : for the Law 
of the Sabbath, to wit, the fourth Commandement is not 


placed amongſt the Ceremoniall or Tudicia!l Lawes, as | 


though it had beene Ceremoniall,or had concerned onely 
the Nation of the /ewes, or them eſpecially : bur among 
the Morall Lawes, yeait is made oneof the ten, ſo that if 
it were abrogated, there would remaine but nine Com- 
| mandements, and ſothe Law of God were vnperfeR, 
which were blaſphemie to affirme : neither let Familiſts 
thinke to euade by ſaying the moralitic of the fourrhnCom- 
mandement ſtill remaineth in reſting from finne euery 
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day; 
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day; for the moralitie of that Commandemenr confiftech 
not in that, but in celebrating oxe day of ſeauenin Gods 
ſeruice,as we noted before, and as may appeare by the ve- 
ry words of rhe Commandement preſhng onely the obſer- 
uation of a ſeauenth day. 

Fourthly,from the reaſons wherewith the fourth Com- 
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doe as ſtrongly binde the Genti/es,as the ewes : for if the 
Tewes were bound in conſcience to_celebrate the ſeauenth 
day in Gods feruice to his glory, becauſe the Lord had 
giventhem fix dayes for their owne lawfull occafions, are 
not we Gentiles by the ſame reaſon bound, vato whom 
God inlike manner hath granted fix dayes for our owne 
labours requiring but the ſeauenth for his publike wor. 
ſhip. Secondly, if the /ewes were bound to celebrate the 
ſeauenth day, becauſe it was the Lords due, or becauſe it 
was the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: are not the Gentiles 
bound in like manner to giue God his right, Thirdly,ſhall 
the example of God in refting vpon the ſeauenth day from 
all his workes of Creation binde the Tewes and not vs 
Gentiles ? are not wee bound to be imitators of God as 
deare children, as well as they,or any other ? Epheſ. 5.r. 
Fourthly, ſhall it be an argument to perſwade the Jewes to 
keepe the Sabbath, becauſe God hath blefſed and ſanRi- 
ficd it ; that is, bathordained it tobe a day of bleſſing to 
the conſcionable obſeruers of it, and hath ſeri apart from 
common labour to holy vſc? and ſhall it ror be an argu- 
ment to perſwade vs? haue not we as much neede of Gods 
blefling as the /ewes ? haue not wee cauſe to feare-to de- 


_mandement is inforced, which are all of them morall,and” 
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voure that which is ſanRified as well as the ewes? Thus | 


we ſee all the reaſons in the fourth Commandement ate 


morall, which doe plainly demonſtrate the Commande- | 


ment it ſelfe to be morall. 
Now if any ſhall obieR that in Dextr.5.15. where God 


prefleth the obſeruation of the Sabbath, with a reaſon ſee- | 
ming to be peculiar to the Hebrewes ; namely, becauſe he 
had brought them out of «/£gypr. 1 anſwer, that doth no 


more 
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more infringe the moralitie of the fourth Commande- 
ment, then the general! Prxface prafixed before the ten 
Commandemems, [am the Lord thy God, which brought 
thee ont of the land of Egypt, and ont of the houſe of ſer+ 
wants, doth infringe the moralitic of the reſt of the morall 
Law. Secondly,there was ſomething alſo ſignified in this 
reaſon, / brought thee ont of the landof «Egypt ; to wit,che 
great benefit of redemption, which bindes the Gentiles as 
well as the Jewes, in way of thankfulnefle to celebrate the 
Sabbath day to Gods glory. 


Reaſons prouing againſt Hetherington and 
other Familits,that the Lords day 
ought to be kept for the 
Chriſtian Sabbath, 


Tx the Lords day ought to be celebrated for the 
Chriſtians Sabbath ; and that by vertue of the mora- 
litie of the fourrh Commandement : it is apparent by di- 
uers Arguments, 

Firſt, becauſe the morall Law is not abrogated by the 
Goſpel, but ctabliſhed, Rows 3.3 1. whichproues that te- 
net of Hetherington to be falſe; to wit,that the Lords day 
fince the Apoſtles tinge, was of no force. 

Secondly,becauſe ir js written in the very hearts of men, 


that they ought to celebrate that day, as appeares by the 


ſecret checkes that they finde in their conſciences when 
they doe prophane it, and by the ſweet comforts which 

they feele when they keepe it in an holy manner, 
Thirdly,rhis blefſed day bath bin obſerued by all Chri- 
ftianChurches : it was kept at Hiersſalem, Att. 2.1.it was 
kept at Troas eAt.20.7. it was kept in Patmos, Renel.x, 
10- it was keptin the regions of Galatia,t Cor,16.1.2. | 
Fourthly, the ancient Fathers haue preſſed the obſerua- 
tion of the Lords day vpon the Church in their ſeuerall a- 
ges. © [gnatins faith, let every one which loyeth Chriſt 
celebrate 
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celebrate the Lords day, * Saint Awprſtine doth preacly 
preſſe the Md obleruation of the Lords day that men 
ſhould ypon that day be ſeparated from worldly buſi- 


neſles, and that they ſhould attend vpon Gods publike 
wor : that the Trowld not hit idſiog at home "when 


ters, &c, 
© Saint Ba/i/ faith, when as almoſt all dayes preſcribed 


day of the Lord which ſhall never be aboliſhed, b 


| nities, becauſe the noblenefſe of this ſolemnitie excellerh 

all other ſolemnities. 8 7Terrallian faith, rhat Chrift hath 
madethe Sabbath more holy by his benefaRion, it being 
holy from the beginning by his fathers benediftion.i Saiac 


lar day for the vſe of his ordinances : yea ® Calwin bim- 
ſelfe ſaith, vnlefſe a certaine time were ſer apart for the 


worſhip of God, all would runne to ruine confuſion 


others goe to Church ; that they ſhould not giue them?” 
clues to hunting vpon that day, or to lond laugh» 


. 
[1 
: 


by the Law are aboliſhed, yet there remaineth one grear 
at hall” 


Origen doth in like manner not onely equalize, bur alſo 
| = pics the Chriſtians Fords bo before the /ewes 
Sabbath. ® Zetherbleſſeth God for ſerrting apart a. pecu- 


|_{peedily andinevirably, Here I am,as the learned know, in 


a large field, I might be very copious in quotations, both 
our of the anciencFathers and moderne writcts,but 1 muſt 
be briefe for diuers reaſons. 

Fiftly,the * Church of Exg/and hath theſe words in one 
ofthe Homilies ; God bath ginen expreſſe charge to all men 
that upon the Sabbath day, which 1 now our Sunday, they 
ceaſe from all weekely and work-day labour, to the intent 
that like as God himſelfe wrought ſix dayes and refted the 
ſeauenth,and bleſſed and /anthified it; and conſecrated it to 
quietweſſe and reft fron labor ; een ſo Gods obedient peo- 
ple ſhomld w/e the Sunday holily, and reſt from their com- 
mon and daily buſineſſe, und alſo gine themſelues wholly to 


heanenly exerciſes of Gods —__ and ſernice.So = 
Go 


| 


tempor, 


| 


| 
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Lord hath made this day to be the ſolemnitie of Soleme | offi. 
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God dothr wot only command the obſernation of thus haly day, 
but alſo by bs owne example doth ſtirre and pronoke to auli- 
gent keeping of the ſame. The which I haue noted, firlt,be- 
caule the Hee notonians hold, as it is well knowne,thar 
the Chriftiatis Sabbath is grounded ypon no precept in all 
Gods word , whereas the Homily faith that God hath 
commanded the obſcruation of this holy day. Secondly, 
becauſe ſome not well affected would cry downe all 


| irickrneſlt in obſerving this day as /ewi/b , wherein they 


doe nor ſymphonize with their mother;for what oblerua- 
tion of the Sabbath can be more holily cit, then that 
which is preſcribed in the Homily ; to wit,that we ſhould 

ceaſe fromall weekely labour, and giue our {clues wholly 


to heavenly exerciſes of Gods true religion and feruice. 


We are prone by corruption of nature to take Tibertic of 
our ſelucs, we-neede ftiot be taught it ; wow oprs off calcari- 
bus ſed frens. 

Sixtly,God hath ſhewed fearfull indgements vpon pro- 
phanersof the Lords day,as you may read inthe Pratlice of 
Pierex +2 cerraine husbandman grindibg Corne vpon che 
Lords day, had all his meale burned to aſhes : another car- 
rying Corne vpon the ſame day, had his Barne aud all his 
Cornethe next night burned, A couectous Flaxwoman at 
Kingftat in France in the yeere 15 59. viing with her mai- 
dens to worke in hertrade vpon the Lords day, her flax in 
anextraordinary manner tooke fire the {ame day, burnt 
her houſe,and ſo ſcorched her ſelfe and two of her children 
that they all of them dyed the next day. Stratford vpon A- 
#on was twile almoſt conſumed with fire in one yeere; and 
the like iudgement was ſhewed vpon Texerton in Dewon- 
ſoire : beth which townes were knowne to ſuffer much 
prophanation of the Sabbath. In the yeere 1582. [a».1 3. 
being che Lords day, the ſtaffolds in Pariſgarden fell vr- 
der the people at a Beagebairing,ſothat exgi were odain- 
ly ſhine,and many others burt-and inairmed.: Alſo acerioin 


| Nobleman vſually. prophatzing the Sabbath.by kunting, 


had a childe by his Lady, which had an head trke «dogs 
head 


— 
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head with eares and iawes anſwerable,making allo a noiſe 
when it cried like an Hound. In like manner a woman, 
as I am informed, preparing a paire of flockings for the 
market ypon the Lords day with a pan of coales at Parfbore ' 
inthe Countie of WorceFer, her houſe was burnt and two | 
and twenty more vypon the ſame day. Ir is certaine chere | 
were ſo many houſes burnt, and that vpon the Lords day, | 
for that appeares by the Briefe which was gathered at the | 
Churches. And that the fire came by this meanes, ſome | 
that then dwelt in the towne, ſaid ynto mee, that they 
would be depoſed ofthe truth of it. 

All which may be faire warnings to forewarne not one- 
| ly prophaners of the Sabbath, bur alſo all ſuch as by their 
| pernicious doftrine teach men to prophane ir. 

Seauenthly, there is infinite necefſitie of a Lords day or 
Sabbath. Firſt, for the reſt of poore Servants and Carcel], 
which otherwiſe might finke vader the burden of vnceſ- 4 
ſane labour. , Secondly, for the ſanctification of cuery one 
of vs :'how worldly minded fhould the beſt of vs grow, 
PT. { if we h4d not the Sabbarh to rake of our hearts fromthe 

world > Thirdly, for the  inſtruQion of the ignorant : 
what inſtruction haue many chouſands in this Kingdome 
and elſewhere, but onely that which they receive ypon 
the Sabbath day. Fourthly, for Gods worſhip and pub- 
like ſeruice, when is God publikely worſhipped in the 

Countrey ordinarily, but ypon the Sabbath, 


| Obieffions againſt the Sabbath 
anſwered. 
| Gr. thus proued the Moralitie of che Sabbath, 


come we now to anſwer the Obije&ions which che 
Familifis and their adherents bring to infringe the ſame. 
Firſt, you keepe not, fay they, the ſame day which the | 1. Obieftion. 
lewes kept, and therefore you grant by your owne pra- 
Riſe, that the Law of the Sabbath is not Morall. I anſwer, 
they might as truely ſay our praQtiſe in receiving theLords 
| Supper in the morning,dorth proue that char bleſſed Sacra- 
FT ment 
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inent is-aboliſhed, becauſe wee obſcrue not the ſame cir- 
cumſtance of time. We keepe nor indeede the /ews/> Sa- 
turday as the Thraskstes, but we celebratethe Lords day ; 
the Sabbach being not aboliſhed, but altered from che Sa- 
Turday to the Sonday, and that by order from Chriſt him- 
ſelfe, who immediately before his aſcenhion inſtructed his 
'Apoltles in things belonging to the Lingreun of God, 
es 1.3. and the Sabbath I hope is one {peciall thing be- 


longing to Gods kingdome ; yea, our Sauiour ranght vs 
by his owneexample to celebrate this day, appearing to 
his Diſciples after his reſurreCtion, eſpecially vpois it, /ohu 
20.19.26, Morcouer, the example of the Apoſties them- 
ſelues which celebrated this day, John 20.19.26. ſhould 
be a forcible moriue vnto ys ro doe the like, for wee are 


cTout notvypon the [ewi/Þ Saturday, bur vpon our Jonday, | 
Mat.28.1. an occaſion which may very ECT. 


honor of the day before that of Gods reſting fro the works 


| of creation,althouzh both the occaſios are very renowned. 
2. Obietion. 


Secondly, whereas they obicR thatin Exod.3r.1 3,14, 
I 5,16. and Ezek, 20.12. wherethe Sabbath is tearmed a 
fgne. I anſwer,cuery cxremonie is a ſigne, but euery ligne 
18 not acxremonie. The Sacraments are ſignes, Rom.4.11. 
and yet not fading czremonics. 

Thirdly, whereas they obie&t that in Col. 2.16. Let no 
man indge yon im reſpett of Sabbaths': and that in Gal. 4. 
TO,11. Teobſerne dayes and times,and moneths,and yeares, 
1 amin feare of yor. I anſwer, by Sabbaths in choſe pla- 
ces are meant certaine cxremoniall dayes amongtt the 
Tews; viz.their feaſt ofTabernacles,thcir new Moones,and 
the like : for theſe are tearmed Sabbaths, Zewir.23. 24. 
and the Apofile doth ſufficiently expreſle himſelfe to jn- 
rend ſuch dayes, and not the morall Sabbath, naming new 
Moones, and other cxremoniall times. The like may be 


anſwered vnto that in Rows. 14- 5- one man efteemerh one 
| day 


_—_— 
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day 2boue another ; another man efteemeth eucry day | 


alike, &c., Ir is not meant that the Church made no diffe- 
rence in thoſe times berween the Lords day and any other 
day,as the Familiſts would perverr it; but that they which 


—_ 


were berter informed then others, made no difference be- | 


tweene the ancient Caremoniall dayes, which were now 
aboliſhed, and other common dayes, 
Fourthly, whereas they alleadge that in AZat.1 2. 1,2, 


3:4»5,6,7,8. and Mar,2.23. as though our Sauiour had | 


| 4. Obichh, 


defended the breach of the Sabbath, & ſo by conſequence | 


had abrogated it. I anſwer, it is the ſcope of our Sautour 
in thoſe placesto deſend the lawfulneſle of worksof mercy 
ani! works of neceſſicic,and not in any ſort to plead for the 
abrogation of the Sabbath,much lefle of the Lords day. 
Fiftly, whereas they obieR that in /ohx 5.8. where our 
Sautour commands a manifeſt ſeruile worke to be done 
vponthe Sabbath; namely, the carrying of a Bed, I an- 
{wer, the carrying of the Bed in that place is not comman- 
ded as a ſeruile worke, but to confirme the truth of.a Mi- 
racle trending greatly to Gods glory : cuen as our Sauiour 


commanded to giue meat to the Damoſell whom he raiſed 


from death, L«k.8.5 5. not ſo much for neceſlity, as for the 
confirmatis of the cruth of the Miracle wrought vpon her. 

Sixtly, whereas they obict that in Heb,q.3.9. wethat 
haue belceued doe enter intorefl; whereby it might ſeeme 
thac the Sabbath of Chriſtians, or cheir reſt is meerely my- 
ſicall, I anſwer, that place of Scripture doth not treat of 
the morall Sabbzth as though that were myſticall, but of 
our eternal reſt in heauen whereinto we enter at our death 
by faith in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Scauenthly, whereas they obieR that in Zuke 24.12. 
23-33- Where Cleophas and the other Diſciple went to 
Emmanus,which was fixtic furlongs from Hieraſalem,thar 


and returned againe the ſame day, which was vpon that 


Fo Obiett, 


6. Obieft, 


| is, about ſcauen miles (a mile conſiſting of eight —_— | 


7+ Obiett, 


day which we call the Lords day, and therefore that they | 
made no ſuch ſcruple of working or trauclling vpon rhe 


I 2 Lords 


$, Obzeft. 


| 9. Obief. 


reQion) that they ought to celebrate the firſt day of the 


ypon that day. The good women wiich made ſcrupleto 
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Lords day as we doe, I anſwer, it was not knowne toll 
the Diſciples (this being the very day of Chriſthis reſur- 


weeke; and therefore it was no marvel! if they travelled 


annoint the body of Chriſt vpon the Sabbath, made no 
ſcruple to come to doe it vpon the firſt day of the weeke, 
becauſe as yet they were 1gnorant that they ought to cele- 
brate that day, 

Eightly, whereas they obieR that the day which wee 
obſferue isrearmed the firſt day of the weeke, Zuks 24.r. 
and therefore that it is a weeke day, not a Sabbath day. 1 
anſwer, this is a meere cavill, For it is tearmed the firſt 
day of the weeke, not ſimply, bur in reſpect of the [ewi 
Saturday ; in which regard alſo it is called the eight day 
in divers places, But when the Spirit in Scripture ſpeak- 
eth poſitively and ſimply of it, hee tearmes it the Lords 
day,Rexel.1,19, which js indeede the moſt proper name 
of it, a/though wee vſe a latitude of words in expreſſing 
one and the ſame thing by diuers names. 

Ninthly,whereas they obie& chat they keepe cuery day 
a Sabbath, and therefore that they are vniuſtly taxed for 
Sabbath-breakers ; yea, that they come tothe Church vp- 
on the Lords day as well as others, and heare Sermons, 
and receiue the Sacraments,8&c. that they hold the mora- 
litie of the fourth Commandemenr,and the like, I anſwer, 
if ro trade, to labour in their particular callings, and to 
eſteeme cuery day alike, be to keepe euery day a Sabbath, 
then they keepe every day a Sabbath; bur what is this but 
vnder colour of keeping euery day, to keepe no day at all 
as it ougbt to bee kept. Secondly, we denie not but they 
may come tothe Church as well as others yponthe Lords 
day,and heare the Word, and recciue the Sacrament ; bur 
inthe meane time how doe they demeane themſelucs 
whenthey haue heard? is ic not famouſly knowne how 
they meet together to cenſure the Miniſters, to contradi& 
the DoQtrine, &c, doe not hundreds in the Citie know this 

to 
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to be true, and was itnot depoſed zgainft them; againe 
though they may recejue the Sacrament to keepe tl-em 


from crouble, yer what reverent opinion haue they of the | 
Sacraments, eſpecially of Baptiſme, afficming that ir nej= | 


therconferres nor confirmes grace to the heart of any:as ap= 
peares in /eſopsbooke, at page 61. Thirdly,they do meece= 
ly equiuocate when they ſay they hold the morality of the 
fourth Commandement : for the morality of that Com- 
mandement is that one day of ſeauen ſhould bee fer apart 
for Gods worſhip, and kept for conſcience ſake in obedi- 
ence to Gods Commandement : bur this they are notori- 
ouſly knowne to denie that any ſuch day ſhould bee now 

celebrated in conſcience of Gods Lawe : and therefore 

they doe denie the morality of the fourth Commande- 

ment in the right ſenſe thereof. 

Tenthly, whereas they obie our of Maſter 7yndalr 
Workes,or ſome other bound vp with his, that the Anci- 
ent Fathers haue beene of their opinion concerniug the 
Sabbath. I anſwer, that is as true as the vaine boaſt of 
Popiſh Champions which pretend that all the Fathers are 
on their hides. 

Indeed the Fathers and Doctors of the Church muſt be 
read carefully and warily in this point concerning the Sab- 
bath, orelſe men may cafily miflake cheir meaning and a- 
buſe their judgement. They ſpeake of divers kindes of 
Sabbarhs : Firſt, of a Sabbath of the © letter, whereby is 
meant the Iewiſh or Traskite Sabbath. Secondly, cf a 
© myflicall Sabbath, which is a reſting ypon God. Thirely, 
of a * delicate Sabbath, when a Chriſtian is made one 
ſpirit with Chriit,as*one of the anticnes ſpeakes, Fourthly, 
of a ſpiricuall Sabbath, when we depart from iniquiry,and 
become practiſers of ſanKification as® another of the anti= 
ents ſpeakes, if that worke by the cunning of ſome be not 
wrongfully aſcribed vnto bim. Fifthly ,of an * eternall Sa 
bath in heauen, which is an eternall reſt in that moſt bli(- 
full place. Sixthly, of a® morrall Sabbath, which is a day 


ſet apart by God himſelfe in the fourth Commandement 
| for 
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for his owne ſeruice. Seuenthly, of an * idle Sabbath,when 
men will reſt from the workes of their particular callings 
vpon the Sabbath gay, _ will not _—_— a in 
Gods Service : nowtheſe Ignoramul-les when they heace 
that the Fathers ſpeake of a myſtical} Sabbath, aſenky 
they conceiue as though che morrall Sabbath were meere- 
ly myſticall ; and when they hcare that the Farhers ſpeake 
ofan ildle Sabbath, they preſently cenſure the morall Sab- 
bath to bein the iudgement ofthe ancients an idle day:and 
thus they peruerc the judgement of antiquity many times, 
I ſpeakenot this to jultifie all the Fachers in cuery particu- 
lar ſentence of theirs concerning the Saboath, quandoque 
bonus dormitat Homerms, 28* Horace faith of Homer : Er 
Bernhardus non vidit omnia, as it is in the Prouerbe : the 
Fathers haue had their Nzuos or failings in their writings 
as a © learned man hath affirmed : and ſo in like manner , 
ſome of our moderne Writers haue giuen more power 
tothe Church to diſpoſe of the Sabbath, and to alter it a- 
gaine concerning the day, ſo ſhee obſerue one day in ſea- 


rogate ynto her ſelfe ypon their affirmations, not being 
ſufficiently aware how their meanings might bee abuſed 
and peruerted by Familifts and other Antiſabbatareans : 
bur what I ſpeake, I ſpeake it for the iuſt reproofe of Fa- 
miliſts and ſuch like, which are glad if they can catch any 
thing, ifit be but in ſound onely,from the Writings of Fa» 
mous men, to patronize at the leaſt in ſhew their owne 
hereticall and ſchiſmaticall opinions, like vnto ſpiders 
ſucking poyſon from thoſe writings ; from the which a 
more judicious Reader would deriue ſound edification and 


inſtruRion. 


T bus for Confutation comerning the Sabbath. 


yen: then I hope any Church vnder the Sunne,dare to ar- | 
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Hetheringrons opinion confuted concer- 
ning the Bookes of Eſdras. 


—_— ſecond rhing which we propounded concerning 
matter of Confuration, is touching the Bookes of E/- 
dras : the which bookes Hethersxgton holderh (as hath 
beene proued againſt him by witneifes ) to bee canonicall 
Scripture,and chat they ought ſo to be elfteemed : where- 
m may appeare the pride and infolency of this man, who 
being altogerher vyulearned ( vt pore qui nullan linguan 
not preter [nam maternam) yet will take ypon him in 
oppolition to the whole Church both reformed and yn- 
reformed, tocanonize-new Scripture : in which parcicu- 
lar he ſhewerh himſelfe ro be worſe then thevery(Papiſts : 
the < Papiſts though they baue received ſome-other: Apo- 
chryphall Bookes into the Canon; yet they-haue»reieRted, 
or at the leaſt notreceiued the Bookes of E/&ras : bur let 


| bim and his Proſelytes know tac: ſſiman eſe, that it is the 
ſafeſt courſe as Saint * Auguſtine faith, to-'receiuc onely 


for Canonicall Scripture, ſuch boukes as ail Catholike 
Churches receiue. And indeede it concerves authority 
to take this to heart ; for if it were at every private mans 
choice what bookes he would recciue to bee-Canonicall, 
what would become of the true Chrifiian Faith, or what 
{warmes of errors and corruptionof faith would not im- 
mediately inuade the Church as wee ſee in Popery, whilſt 
they haue xeceiued-pretended Apoſtolicall Traditions, in- 
truded into-the Canon divers Apocryphall bookes, and 
enrertained the ® ſentences of the Pope and the Court of 
Rome as inertant truch, and haue © equalized traditions 
to the Canonicall. Scripture ,, what is become of. the 
Octhodoxe faich among ghem? Ic 1s exther farre ro leeke, 
or clic miſeraply corrupted..." .. | \: ze 
And the Reaſons to prcue the bookes of E/4rasnotto 
be Canonicall Scripture againitchis SeQary, are theſc fol- 
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lowing. Firſt, becauſe rhey were written atthe firft, not 
in Hebrew, as the bookes of the Old Teſtament were bur 
in Latine: and ©Saint Hierome js very confident inthis,that 
whatſocuer Books of the old Teſtatnent were not written 
in Hebrew, they are not canonicall. 

Secondly, becatiſe the Church in former times hath'not 
receiued them for canonicall;receiuing onely the 2 2 books 
of the Old Teſtament as they were antiently divided : 
and what theſe 22 bookes were may bee gathered out of 
© Enſebins ands Hoſephns:out eſpecially out of Hierom,who 
doth more cleerely rejie& the Apocryphali bookes in the 
forenamed place then ſome other of the Fathers doe, I 


will not ypon further teſtimonies out of ® Epiphani- | 


as, out of ® Arhanafias, out of t Cyril! Biſhop of Hiers- 

falens, out of 4Damaſcene and others : becauſe I haften 
to a conchifion? I know we are not any further bound to 
agree to former Churches in judgement, then ſo farre as 
they agreed to the truth eſpecially in matters of Faith ; bur 
yet to-depart from the ancient Churches in that wherein 
they ave foimd-end Orthodoxe, is horrible preſumption 
and bewrayerh very much pride, 


Thirdly, 2 learned man of our Church ſaith of all other 


Apocryphall bookes, the bookes of E/dras are worthy of 


the leaſt credic being Ruffed full of vaine fables, ficrer to 


feede curious cares, then tending to edificarion; 
Fourthly, thoſe bookes are not to bee efteemed Cano- 
nicall, in the which there be errors, bur in the bookes of 


| Eſdrasthere be errors, Erye. 


That there beerrors <_ the third Booke of Z/aras, I 
referre the learned to the annoracions of [ime vpon it ; 
and that there. þe errors in the fourth Booke, I might caft- 
ly prove by inftance. 'For firſt, in the fourth Chapter, the 
Author faith that ſoules are keyr in the, wombe of the 
earth. In the ſixth Chapter, there is aayle of wwo great 
fiſhes, Henech, and Leniathan, which no waters could 
hold. In the fourteenth Chaprec hee reporteth, thar the 
Bookes of Scripture being loſt in ae” 
| re 


_ 
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Rored by him, and how hee had drunke of a cup of water 
as fier in colour giuen by an Angell, and ſo ſpake 4o daies 
together and ceaſed not; in the which ſpace, fiue Scribes 
wrote from his mouth 204 Bookes ; theſe and ſuchlike 
tales that Booke is full of, as our Learned Country man 
ſpeaketh, whom ! quoated before, I doe not denie bur in 
thefe bookes of E/aras there may be many truths, cſpeci 
ally the three laft Chapters of the thicd booke, which are 
almoſt a meere tranſcript out of the canonicall E/raand 
Nehemiah: bur yet I muſt ſay of them, as Saint © Au. 
gufine laith of them,and of all the reftof the Apocrypha : 
m hi autem Apocryphis, etfi inuenitur aliquna Veritas ,ta- 
we propter multa falſa nulla eft canonica anthoritas in thee 
Apocryphall bookes, although there be found ſome truth, 
yet in reſpe&t of many falſe things found in them they hauc 
no canonicall authority. 


And thus I hane done with the ſtcond thing proponn ded; 


namely , the Conſutation. 


An exhortation to Chriſtian people remai. 
ning ſound in the Faith, 


Hs diſpatched the rwo former branches concer. 
ning Dilcouzry and Confuration, come wee now to 
the third, which concernes matter of Exhortation, and to 
beginne with Exhortation to the Chriftian brethren, 
_ Ri!ll by the mercy of God remaine ſound in the 
Faith, 

Good le, you haue heard jn all the foregoing diſ- 
courſe of 4 ndkers and alſo how cnwy tec © (del 
dayes remaine amongſt ys, ſeducing many in their priuate 
conuenticles : giue me leaue in the next place, by way of 
introduQtion, to ſhew you the reaſons wherefore rhe Lord 
ſufferech ſuch in his Church, and then to propound ſome 
preſervatives againſt ſeduQion, which nay ferue for mat- 
ter of Exhortation, For the firſt of theſe ; The Lord fuffe- 


reth Seducers in his Church with long patience,and doth 
K 3 not 
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not preſctitly roote them onr, for divers reaſons + 

Firſt, that the goodneſſe' of truth might the more ap- 
peare, who could know the benefit of -light vnleſſe ſome- 
times we were ſenſible of the darkenefle of the night, as 
© Saint Origen ſaith; euen ſo who canine know the denefit 
of health but by the ſmart of ficknefſe, or the benefit of li- 
berty but by reſtraint or impriſonment. 

Secondly, that the word might bee the more deepely 
ſought into. The myſtery of che Trinity had neuer beene 
loexactly handled by many ofthe Fathers in < whole Tra- 
Rates had nor divers danmable Heretickes ſprung vp to 
oppole the ſame : wherein the Lord ſhewed his ſingular 
wiſedome (as hee did alſo in the firſt Creation) bringing 
lighe our of darknefſe,truth out of error, good out of cuill, 
contraries out of contraries. 

Thirdly, to trie the Governors of the Church, whe» 
ther like vnto the Church of Pergamus, they will tolerate 
ſuch as hold the dottrine of Balaam,Rew.2.1 2. or with the 
Church of Thyatyra, ſuffer the woman eſabel that calleth 
her ſelfe a prophereſle to teach, and to ſeduce Gods fſer- 
uants, Rex.2.20. 

Fourthly,he doth it for the puniſhment of ſuch as haue 
itching earesand vaconſtant mindes, which are neuer {a- 
tisfied with any true teachers, eſpeciall in publique, bur 
have a luſting after the onyons and garlike of priuate er- 
rors, preferring any thing done in a priuate Conuenticle 
(though it be neuer ſo vawholeſome)before that which is 
done in the publike Congregaticn : 1t is juſt with God 
to leaue ſuch curious perſons to bee ſeduced by falſe 
Prophets ro their owne eternall_ deſtruction.,, Aicha 
2+ Ile 

Fifthly, God doth it that they which are approved may 


be knowne, 1 Cor 11.19. a ſound Chriſtian is never bet. | 


ter diſcerned ,-then when hce-is compared with ſome 
erroneous ard - hereticall perſon ,/ hence it is _ that 
Saint [ Aupuitine faxch in one of bis © Epiſtles, hereſis 
enim & ſcandala futura preditta ſunt vt inter mmicos 

erudiamur 
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probatior. Wee learne infirution amongſt  Hereti- 
call enemies, thereby our faich -and loue are better 
tryed, 
s, Thus for the Reaſons wherefore God ſuffreth Here- 
tickes in hu Church, 

Now that you may be preſerued fron Seducers on 
euery fide, which I hartily wiſh, Let mee commend 
yuto you theſe Antidotes againſt ſeduRion by way of ex- 
hortation. | 

Firſt, labour to be well inſtruRed in the grounds aud 
principles of true religion, how eafily is an houſe ouer- 
turned wiich hathno foundation : euen ſo how ſoone is a 
man remoued from that eruth wherein hee was neuer 
grounded and rooted? for the which cauſe in the primi- 
tive Church, as © Saint Awgu#tine faich, Baptiſme was ad- 
miniſtred to no Heathen turning Chriſtian, but vnco ſuch 
as were firſt inftruRed in points of Catechiſme : and this 
indeede was an excellent meanes to preuent inconſtancie 
and apoſtahie. 

' Secondly, receiue the truth in the loue of it; men are 
hardly drawne from © that they loue : Daxid loued the 
Law better then Gold and Siluer ; and hence it was that 
hee could never be drawne from it by any Idolatrous 
ſeducer, P/al. 119. There is no greater cauſe, why ma- 
ny become Apoſtares from the truth, then wane of ſound 
loue vntoir. . 

Thirdly, labour that your knowledge in Religion may 
be experimentall : a man is hardly perſwaded by any-art 
againſt his owne experience : tell a man of meane ynder+ 
Randing, that the Crow is white, and the Snow blake, 
yea vie all the logicke you can to proue it, you ſhall neuer 
perſwade him : and why ? becauſe he knowes the contra- 
ry by experience : euen ſo,it we knew by experience what 
ic were todeny our ſelues, and to depend vpon Chritta> 
lone for juſtification, no Papiſt ſhould cner be abletoper- 
ſwade ys to truſt to humane merits : and if wee knew by 
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experience the infinite benefit of Gods Sabbath, no Fami- 


lift ſhould cuer prevaite with vs to haue it in comempt: 
® experience maketh men reſolute. 

Fourthly,beware of reading ſchiſmatical books,though 
they be offred vnto you as afriendly gitt; beware of fre- 
quenting the company and conuenticles of ſeducers, 
though you Be neuer ſo kindely invited by falſe friends; 


ſeeming friendly gifrs tending to ſeduRtion, are like the | 


Troias horſe, which was pretended to be the © gift of 

Minerna, but it proued The deftruRtion of Troy. In the 

Romiſh Church the common people are not permitted to 

meddle with our bookes. I would they were not ia this 

mag more prouident for Antichrift, then we are for 
rift, 

Fiftly, be praQicall in Religion : be doers of the will of 
God, and then ye ſhall know of the dotrine, whether ic 
be of God, or whether the teacher ſpeakes of himſclfe, as 
our Saujour in effe& ſpeaketh, Toh 7.16. if it be well ob- 
ſerued what kinde of Profeſſors they be ordinarily which 
fall of from the Church ro ſets and ſchiſmes. I doe not 
doubt bur it will cafily appeare , that for the moſt part 
they are ſuch, as had a forme of godlineſſe, but denied the 
power,as Saint Pawl ſpeakes of the = ot his time, 
2 Tim.3.5. whereupon TheophilaFt fairh moſt truely in 
his Annotations vpon Marth. 7. whoſocuer ſhall build 
his ſoule vpon the praQiſe of Chrifts Commandements,no 
temptations ſhall ever be able to cat him downe. 

Sixtly, when you haue any ſ{cruple in your conſciences, 
repaire not to ſeducers for reſolution, but according to 
Gods ordinance, aske the Prieſts concerning the Law, 
Agg- 2-11. and ſeckethe Law at their mouthes, 2alach. 
2.7. goetoyour faithfull Miniſters, and let them refolue 
you ; and if you be tempred by ſeducers, acquaint them 
with your temptations, that they may ſtrengthen you, 
Confider what I ſay, and the Lord give you vnderftanding 


in all things. 
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An exhortation for Hetherington and all other 


Seft-maſters about the Cirte of London 
or elſe-where, 


yOu which haue beene the meanes to ſeduce many fil- 
ly ſoules from the ruth, I beſecch you, if you be not 
come tothat height of wickednefſe, as to fit downe inthe 
chaite of [corners ; or as the Septuagints render it in} a- 
$idye aoiwdy, in the chaire of peſtilence : let my counſell 
be auaileable with yongee break of your yngodly courſe 
of ſeducing Gods ſeruants. I know you rage againſt mee 
for going about to reclaime you, and for endeauouring to 
preſerue my flockefrom your ſeducements : but may it 
not juſtly be ſaid of you in this reſpeR, as © Saint Cyprian 
faithof ſome in his time ; Sacerdoribus ſacrilegns iraſes- 


tur, atque 0 twanm numian furioſt dimentiane, iraſcers ei 


qui abs te axertere wan dev ntimnr, ci mari, qui pro te 


| domini miſcricordians deprecatar : qui vulnns tuwm ſentit, 


quod ipſe non ſent. O Furious man,is not this too much 
madneſſe ia thee ; thou art angry with him which endea- 
aoureth to auert Go1s wrath from thee ; thou threatneſt 
tim which imploreth mercy for thee at the hands of God, 
which feeles thy wound which thou thy {cle doſt not 


feele. Bur to paſſe by your furie with compaſhon, I will | 


endeauonr to cure you of your phrenfie, and that two 
wayes. Fuft, by ſhewing you the cauſes of your diſeaſe as 
a neceſſary preface : and lecondly by applying ſome cora- 
ziues by way of exhortation, 

And the cauſes of your diſcaſes are divers. Firft, igno- 
rance of the true ſenſe of Scriprure, according to that in 
AMat.2 1.29. Doe yee not therefore erre, wo, ns the 
Scriptures : whereupon © Saint Chry/o/Zome faith, rauch 
herefic harh firſt ſprung from ignorance of Scripture: you 
chinke, as appearcs by your practice, that you are — 
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Iv knowers of Gods minde in his word ; but alas your 1 
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owne hearts doe decciue you : many of you are ignorant 
ofthe originall tongues wherein the Scriprures were writ- 
ten, aid ſa; dat want one efpeciall helpctor the vagerſtan- 
ding of them. 

Secondly, you are knowne to deſpiſe all Orthodox wrie 
ters, whoſe Commentari:s might hclpe you, And thirdly, 
that you are not guided by che ſpirit of eruth, appeares b 
your groſſeerrors peeuiſhly maintained by you:the whic 
three may well conuince you of ignorance, 

2+ The ſecondcaule of your difcaſe 1s pride : you mag« 
nifie your owne wiſedome ; ſome of you maintaine thar 
you cannot erre in giving deliberate ſentence in points of 
Divinitie ; youdiſable the Miniſters of the Church , as 

they knew-nothing in compariſon of you;and this 
knowledge of yours, or ratherthis proud conceit of your 
owne ſuppoſed knowledge cauſeth you toerre,: non 
tothat of ©Saint Awgaſftine; pride is the mother whic 
breedeth-and being forth the whole brood of Hzre- 
ticks. Wherefore-lay downe your owne vaine conceits of 
your pretended skill, and defire of God that you may ſee 
our owne nothing-neſle and vnabilitie, that ſo you may 
healed : thinke ir not an honour to be the head of an 
erroniousand fattious company, or tobe reucrenced by 
chem, as the © Athenians in former times worſhipped,the 
Wooltfe : deſpiſe thar honour which comes not of God: 
thinke it a diſgrace tobe commended bycuill men. 

3. Thethird cauſe of your diſcaſe is couctouſneſle, ac- 
cording to that which is ſpoken of $eRaries in Roms. 16. 
18,"they that are ſuch ſerue not our Lord Teſws Chriſt, but 
their owne belly. How many time-feruers be there which 
will ſooth grear men in their errors, and ſeeme to main- 
tainetheerrors of the time for their owne aduantage? and 
how: many waucring: tradeſmen which will readily im- 
brace tharfaction whereby they may\moft -aduance: their 
owne gaine : which gaue occaſion inlike manner to "Sainc 

eMguine in his time: to deſcribe an Hereticke by his 
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covietouſneſſe and vaine-glory, as you have it inthe mar- 
gent, Wherefore if euer you meaneto be cured of your 
taftiouineſſe,deſpile the baſe gaine of it : doe not thinke it 
ſoexcellent a marter to ger by your ſuffrings,going poore 
into the priton, but comming rich out : account it not a 
priuiledge to haue your proſelytes to boaſt yp and 
downe , that you ſhalt want neither Gold nor Siluer : 
remember that of Salomon, the treaſures of 'wickedneſſe 
profit nothing, Pro.10.2. and that of our Saujour in Mat. 
16.26. What 4 4 man profited if hee ſhould gane the whole 
world, and looſe his owne ſoule. 

And thus having ſhewed you the maine cauſes of your 
diſcaſe, I come now to giue or to apply vnto you ſome 
coraziues, tocat out the dead fl:th of error or Hzrefic: 
Hzrefie being one of the fruits of the fleſh, Gal.5.20.Con- 
ſider therefore and lay to heart, what dreadful judgements 
haue befallen your preJeceſlors for their faRtious carriage 
in the Church of God; remember whar befell ynto Thew- 
das, Ats 5.35,37. who boaſted himſelfero be ſome body, 
as you alſo doe, ro whom a nxmber of men about 400-t0yned 
themſelues who was ſlain:, and all 15 many as obeyed him 


were ſcattered abroad and brought to nonght : and after | 
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this man roſe vp Inda of Galile tn the dayes of taxing,and | 
drew away much people after him, he allo periſhed and all as | 
wany as obeyed him, were diſperſed. Ofthe which two ſe- | 


ducers alſo © [yſephxes makes mention in his © Antiquities. 
Secondly, remember what befell ynto Elymas for going 
about to tune aw ay the Deputie from the faich, how hee 


| 
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was immediately ſmitten wigh blindnefſe, AZ. 13.17. re- | 
member what befell viito Ari, whoſe damnable Hz:cefic | 


for a time much preuaiicd, how he died in a Iakes, where 


. he voided bis very bowels with his excrements,'as © 7 heo- 


doret recordeth, 
was. ( remember what befell vito Anaftaſins an Em- 
perour of Rowe, and a great defender of Extichiau Hzre- 


tickes, bow he was found dead, being ſmitten as it was 


commonly thought with a thunderbolt from heauen, as 
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member what befell NeFftorixs, another ringleader of fa- 
ion in the Church of God , how before his death his 
tongue (which hee had abuſed in broaching errors) was 
coniumed with wormes, 2s © Nicephorus Calliftus hath 
left it ypon record. Fiftly, remember what befell the Ci- 
tie of Antioch, which was a great nouriſher of faRion, as 
Amfterdam is at this day, how it was ſhaken wich an 
earthquake a whole yeere together, and afterwards de- 
ſtroyed with fire from heauen, as ® Panlus Diaconus to- 
riech of it ; and as in like manner Socrates ſcemeth to ac- 
cord in the * tripartite Hiſtorie. 

Sixtly, remember what befell the Papiſts here in Lon- 
don not # long fince, how that when they were met toge. 
ther in an houſe in Blacke-ftiers, in an ypper roome to 
beare a® Popiſh Sermon, the roome wherein they were, 
fell, and ſome other parts of the houſe, and fodainly de- 
ſtroyed a® multitude of them, and maimed others, which 
hardly eſcaped with their liues, I will not infit ypon more 
examples of Paulus Samoſatenus,of Maner,of Montana, 
and other Hzretickes who are reported alſoto haue come 
tofearefull ends, Theſe which have beene named may be 
ſufficient, to forewarne any which haue any ſparke of 
grace remaining in them, to beware of faRion : and a 
thouſand more will not be ſufficiene to them which are 
hardned in their hearts. O chinke with your ſclues all yee 
which miſlcade others,that the like judgements may befal 
you, God is a mighty God,and of infinite wiſedome; he 
is able to diſcerne your ings, & what you hold, not- 
—_— all your equiuocations, 'ſubtile diſtinRions, 


cunningeuaſions, and fearefull abjurations which you vie, 


thereby to.couer your errors from the ſight of authority :. 


yea,he is able to reach you with bis judgements whether 
ſocuer you fiye. Or ſuppoſe the Lord inflict not ypon you 
corporall puniſhment in this world, yet knowfor certaine 
Non maior 
ſeuerely in this, in 


pena quam peccare : he puniſheth you moſt 
that hee delivers you vpto ablinded | 
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minde z yea,vnlefſe you repent, you have iuſt caufe toex= | 


peto have part with the beaſt and the falſe Propher in 
hell corments, Rexel. 19.20, which I pray God to avert 
from you. Thus I have endeauoured as a friend(although 
you efteeme me an enemie, becauſe I tell you t truth) 
to turne _n from your errors : if my paines ſhall pre- 
uaile with you, 1 ſhall ceioyce with the Angels of God, for 
your conuerfion ; I ſhall for the time to come eficeme you 
deere brethren; Et gaudeboſanc me tot habere fratres. I 
will not once mention your calumnies and reproaches 
wherewith you haue loaded me for taking part withGods 
cruth, T pray God forgiue you : it isarule in Phyloſophie, 
quicquid recipitar, recipitur 4d modum recipients: which 
I will engliſh thus; good counſell is as it is raken by them 
ro whom itis giuen : but take not that with the left hand 
which I offer with the right, 1 defire to pull you our of 
the fire, ro preſerue you om falling into the pit of erer- 
nall perdition ; to plucke you out of the iawes of the de- 
uouring Lyon : let it not be ſaid of me (as © Plantae faith 
of them, Lupo agnam eripere poſtulant, nngas agunt ) that 
I looſe my labour; that 1 would haue cured you, but yee 
wovld nor be cured; that I would haue ſaved you Miniſte- 
rially, 1 75m1,4-16. but yee would not be faued : but ſup. 
pole I preuaile not with you, becauſe you are ſetled ypon 


_ Lees,yet I hope to perſwade ſome that formerly haue 
ne ſeduced by you, to be more icalous of your opini- | 


. ons for the time to come, and nor to receiue cuery _—_ 


which you crroniouſly hold, as an cuerlaſting Goſpell. 
And ſay I ſhould perſwade neither you nor them, bur you 
will ſtill remaine Wolues inthe Church of God, "= | 
ſtray ſheepe wandering in theCeſolate yallies,a9a prey rea», 
dy to be deuoured by you: then 1 muſt needs tel you, both | 
you and your ſpighrfull proſelyres (ſpightfull T meane to 
the Church of Chriſt) that ityou delight ro ſwim together 
in the deluge of fundamenrallerror, __ ſhall alſo, vo/er 
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